
Publications Mail Agreement No. 40037298

Pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

 M
ai

l A
gr

ee
m

en
t N

o.
 4

00
37

29
8

PROTECTING WATER                       HYDRO ISSUES                       LESSONS FROM 2016

January 2017 $8.00

22

FAST, RELIABLE 
INTERNET
Are Ontario Farms Still 
Lagging Behind?

TRACTOR 
MAINTENANCE 
Easy ‘How To’

12

53

DOUBLE 
CROPPING 
SOYBEANS

Production Strategies  

GRAIN 
MARKETING

2017 Predictions
41

30



2	 The Business of Ontario Agriculture 	 Better Farming January 2017

See your local Case IH dealer for great offers on Case IH equipment!

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V.,  
its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

EVERY PLANT’S POTENTIAL.
MAKE THE MOST OF

Hub International Equipment Ltd.
Lindsay, 705.324.6136

Stoltz Sales & Service
Listowel, 519.291.2151

Stoltz Sales & Service
Mildmay, 519.367.2672

Stratford Farm Equipment
New Hamburg, 519.662.1780

Hub International Equipment Ltd.
Port Perry, 905.982.1500

Kucera Farm Supply Ltd.
Alvinston, 519.898.2961 

Stratford Farm Equipment
Arva, 519.659.0429 

Church’s Farm Supplies Ltd.
Barrie, 705.458.0870  

Anderson Equipment Sales
Belleville, 613.969.6246

O’Neil’s Farm Equipment
Binbrook, 905.572.6714

Brant Tractor
Brantford, 519.449.2500

Reis Equipment
Carp, 613.836.3033

Can-Am Tractor Ltd.
Chatham, 519.351.4300

Galer Farm Equipment Ltd.
Dundas, 905.628.0551

Stoltz Sales & Service
Elmira, 519.669.1561

Stewart’s Farm Equipment
Erin, 519.833.9616

Delta Power Equipment
Essex, 519.776.5238

Delta Power Equipment
Exeter, 519.235.2121

Delta Power Equipment
Forest, 519.786.5335

Doughty & Williamson
Jarvis, 519.587.2273

Reis Equipment
Renfrew, 613.432.4133

Delta Power Equipment
Seaforth, 519.527.0120

Norfolk Tractor Co.
Simcoe, 519.426.1090

Vandenbrink Farm Equipment
Sparta, 519.775.2601

Reis Equipment
St. Isidore, 613.527.1501

Chas Richards & Sons Ltd.
Stouffville, 905.640.3830

Stratford Farm Equipment
Stratford, 519.393.6121

Redtrac International
Vineland, 905.562.4136

Reis Equipment
Winchester, 613.774.2273

Stratford Farm Equipment
Woodstock, 519.423.6264

http://www.caseih.com/
http://www.caseih.com/
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SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
Mailed within Canada
$41 for 11 issues over one year (including $4.72 HST)
$74 for 22 issues over two years (including $8.51 HST)
Back issues $8 (including $0.92 HST) plus shipping
Back issues are also available at office address.
Subscribe to Better Farming
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Internet in the countryside 
BEHIND THE LINES

Internet in the countryside 
Throughout my university education, I was back and 
forth between Waterloo (where I went to school) and 
the home farm. I didn’t have to think about Internet 
access a lot. 

When I was at school, online tasks (and leisure 
activities) were simple. I could just open up my laptop 
and get started. Yes, the Internet speeds on the home 
farm were definitely slower – but it wasn’t a big deal. I 
could simply wait until I returned to the city on 
Sunday night if our rural Internet was being sluggish. 

Eventually, I decided that I’d rather commute to the city than back to the farm. 
So, when I moved to my current apartment (at the dead end of a gravel side 
road), I didn’t think about the challenges I’d face with regard to Internet access.

Finding providers in the countryside can be challenging, as I know many of 
you can attest. But, I had an added complication: my apartment backs onto a bush 
filled with very tall trees. Only one company was able to complete an installation, 
provided that I remembered the trees could cut off my access as they grew. 

So far, I’ve been lucky. But there have been service interruptions because of the 
weather. And I’ve had to become used to the fact that some days I can’t access my 
company work server from home, or some nights I can’t watch online videos. 

In this month’s main feature, writer Nick Van Allen explores the current state 
of Internet access in rural Ontario. There are certainly significant differences 
across the province. The infographic below shows how lucky urban residents are, 
for example, in contrast to those of us who are reliant on mobile wireless Internet. 

Thankfully, Van Allen suggests there are improvements in the pipelines. 
Perhaps we’ll be able to have fast, reliable access like our urban counterparts soon. 

Finally, this month I’d like to make special mention of Barry Wilson. For 
approximately 17 years, Barry helped us to stay informed about federal agricul-
tural policies in his monthly Better Farming column. He retired in December – 
after a career in journalism spanning 46 years. We will miss your monthly 
insights, Barry, and wish you all the best in your future projects. BF

ANDREA M. GAL

DOWNLOAD SPEEDS
ACROSS ONTARIO

Wireless, 
1.5 – 3.0 Mbps

Hanover (in Grey
County) & Glencoe
(in Middlesex
County), 22 – 26 Mbps

Stevensville & Smithville 
(in the Niagara region), 
2.2 – 2.4 Mbps Urban, 20 – 25 Mbps

Along Hwy 401,
 5.0 – 10 Mbps

Data: Interview with Helen Hambly Odame 
at the University of Guelph. See page 14 of 

“Realizing rural broadband.” 

http://betterfarming.com/
mailto:subscriptions@betterfarming.com
mailto:paul.nolan@betterfarming.com
mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
mailto:jennifer.jackson@farms.com
mailto:glenn.ruegg@betterfarming.com
mailto:jeff.mckee@betterfarming.com
mailto:jennifer.stewart@betterfarming.com
http://farms.com/
http://www.betterfarming.com/


Andrew Campbell, Agvocate
Dairy Producer

“To the consumer,
our story doesn’t

exist until we tell it.”

Be somebody who does something.  
Be an agvocate.

Learn more at AgMoreThanEver.ca.

38109 E AMTE Andrew Be Somebody_8.125x10.875.indd   1 2016-09-06   3:50 PM

http://agmorethanever.ca/
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SHORT TAKES

Changes in farm severance policies
Despite split perspectives in the local agricultural community, Perth 
County now allows surplus farm dwelling severances. 

The agriculture and agribusiness 
sector is a significant driver in 
Ontario’s economy. As a recent 
expansion in Bruce County demon-
strates, the industry can also 
stabilize rural decline.

An expansion at Gay Lea Foods 
Co-operative Limited plant in 
Teeswater will create some new 
jobs, says Michael Barrett, 
company president and CEO. 
But more importantly, the 
expansion secures a steady 
future for the 85 employees 
the company already 
employs at this location.

Barrett says the deci-
sion to replace the dryer 
at the co-operative’s 
Teeswater facility was a 
no-brainer. “Our 1,300 
dairy farmer (owners) live, 

work, play, sleep, marry, die in the 
rural communities,” he says. “You 
cannot have rural sustainability 
without being able to have a balance 
of both agriculture and healthy 
(small) urban centres.” 

Robert Buckle, mayor of South 
Bruce, describes the addition, 
announced in November, as “a 
tremendous economical growth 
project for this area and it will 
benefit our agricultural industry 

quite a bit.” 
The two-year project 

will double the plant’s 
current 140 million-litre 
capacity. The company will 
use the new 38-metre 
dryer in the manufacture 
of high-end milk ingredi-
ents such as milk protein 

concentrates and isolates. BF

Expansion of a rural Ontario dairy co-op  Conservation efforts  
Rural landowners’ involvement in 
land conservation is mostly depen-
dent on their environmental attitude, 
according to a recent study led by 
Silke Nebel, a research associate at 
Western University, and coauthor 
Jeff Brick. 
 	 “Public recognition did not affect 
farmers at all,” when deciding to 
participate in conservation programs, 
says Nebel. Instead “they were most 
interested in how a decline in the 
wetland areas would affect them 
personally, and if they would be 
getting access to information and 
technical assistance.”
 	 “Wetlands are important (to 
farmers) for a number of reasons, 
including providing a healthy ecosys-
tem, and providing a filtering func-
tion for controlling any excess 
nutrients,” says Nebel. About 3,000 
rural landowners were surveyed. BF

In November, nearly 20 years after 
Perth County banned surplus farm 
dwelling severances, county council 
implemented a policy to allow them 
once again. 

The decision to permit the sever-
ances was by no means unanimous, 
and Allan Rothwell, Perth County 
director of planning and develop-
ment, says the division reflects the 
split perspective in Perth’s farm 
community over the issue.

“Livestock producers for the most 
part do not support being able to 
sever surplus farmhouses,” says 
Rothwell. Cash crop farmers, on the 
other hand, typically don’t have an 
issue with such severances. For 
livestock producers, more neighbours 
mean more logistical headaches, such 
as the minimum distance separation 
that’s required when planning a barn 
expansion, he explains.

The county will limit how severed 
farmhouses can be used. For example, 
the buildings can still be used for a 
home business but not a secondary 
farm occupation such as small-scale 
food production. BF
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KEY PRIORITIES  
FOR THE  
YEAR AHEAD 

OFA starts the new year with a new mission — Farms and Food Forever 
— to focus our work on the long term, the practice of sustainable farming, 
and the evolving relationship between agriculture and consumers.

Our key 2017 priorities include many of the issues we’ve been working 
on for the benefit of the agri-food industry and to create opportunities 
to meet the Premier’s challenge for growth.

3 Energy — pushing for affordable, accessible energy, including natural 
gas across rural Ontario

3 Infrastructure — ensuring rural municipalities have access to 
investments to support roads, bridges, schools, hospitals and broadband

3 Climate change — working on agriculture’s role in the Climate Change 
Action Plan, and its potential to help mitigate the impact 

3 Land use — advocating for policies and plans that preserve farmland 
and water resources

3 Regulations — continuing to work with government for a more 
effective regulatory system

3 Waste Free Ontario Act — supporting this new legislation to reduce 
waste and dependence on rural landfills

Watch for updates on these issues at ofa.on.ca and through  
all our social media channels.

FOCUS on 2017

ofa.on.ca   |      @OntarioFarms  @OFABenefits   |      OntarioFarms   |      OntarioFarms   |      ontariofarms

OFA: We advocate and serve Ontario farmers.

53463 OFA_2017_Priorities_8-125x10-875_BF_a1.indd   1 2016-12-07   1:00 PM

http://ofa.on.ca/
http://ofa.on.ca/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/
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SHORT TAKES

New study explores 
implications of 
potential GMO bans
Amidst some consumer fears of 
genetically modified (GMO) crops, a 
new study sheds more light on the 
benefits of these crops.

Banning GMOs would cause food 
costs to increase 0.27 to 3.30 per cent 
globally, according to researchers at 
Purdue University. They predict 
cropland would also have to increase 
by 7.7 million acres to compensate for 
lower yielding, conventional crops. 

If other countries approved to 
grow GMOs expanded their use of 
the technology to match the rate of 
cultivation in the United States, 
global carbon dioxide emissions 
would fall by 0.2 billion tonnes, the 
study says. 

These benefits follow the same 
trends seen in Canada, according to 
Ian Affleck, executive director of 
plant biotechnology for CropLife 
Canada. 

“Without the use of plant science 
innovations in Canada, consumers 
would pay around 55 per cent more 
for their groceries,” Affleck says. 	  
	 Canadian “farmers would (also) 
need to use 50 per cent more land 
than they do today to produce the 
same amount of food.

“GMOs support more sustainable 
operations. Farmers can grow their 
crops with less water, land, and fuel.

“GMOs are another tool in the 
toolbox as farmers figure out the best 
strategy for their farms,” he says. 

The Purdue 
study was pub-
lished in the 
October issue of  
of the Journal  
of Environmental 
Protection. BF

Zone tillage is growing increasingly 
popular as farmers continue to 
pursue sustainability, as well as 
time- and labour-saving practices. 
Chris Heinrich, co-operator of 
southwestern Ontario’s Heinrich 
Farms, says the operation’s first full 
year using zone tillage was a 
successful one.  

After sixteen months of zone till 
on 1,800 acres, Heinrich Farms saw 
improved soil structure in the 
places it had zone tilled last fall.  
	 “We figured we had some 
compaction issues in the field,” 
Heinrich says, “so hopefully the 
zone tillage also helps with that as 
(this tillage method) allows for 
more controlled traffic in the field.” 

Having previously used both 
conventional tillage and other types 
of conservation tillage, Heinrich 
says that before the operation 
invested in its equipment it hired a 

custom operator to zone till some of 
the land. “Something we didn’t 
think about as much is that you 
need very skilled labour to operate 
this machinery properly,” Heinrich 
reflects. “Before, we could put 
pretty much anybody on a tractor 
that can pull a cultivator.”

While a benefit to zone tillage is 
fewer hours on the tractor during 
planting season, Heinrich Farms 
spent more time spraying herbi-
cides with the new tillage method to 
address perennial weed pressure. 

Heinrich is confident the opera-
tion saw a yield bump after zone 
tillage and it certainly didn’t see any 
decline in yield for soybeans and 
edible beans. 

“I guess to get a more accurate 
answer, we’ll have to do it a couple 
more years, but we’re pleased with 
zone tillage and we’re going to keep 
doing it.” BF

A farmer’s reflection on zone tillage
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Introducing Engenia, our most advanced dicamba  
formulation for Roundup Ready 2 Xtend™ soybeans.

Looks like the latest 
soybean seed innovation 

has met its match.

Always read and follow label directions. 
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark, and ENGENIA is a trade-mark of BASF Corporation; all used with permission by BASF Canada Inc. ©2017 BASF Canada Inc.

Monsanto Company is a member of Excellence Through Stewardship® (ETS). Monsanto products are commercialized in accordance with ETS Product Launch Stewardship Guidance, 
and in compliance with Monsanto’s Policy for Commercialization of Biotechnology-Derived Plant Products in Commodity Crops. These products have been approved for import into key 
export markets with functioning regulatory systems. Any crop or material produced from these products can only be exported to, or used, processed or sold in countries where all necessary 
regulatory approvals have been granted. It is a violation of national and international law to move material containing biotech traits across boundaries into nations where import is not 
permitted. Growers should talk to their grain handler or product purchaser to confirm their buying position for these products. Excellence Through Stewardship® is a registered trademark  
of Excellence Through Stewardship.

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Roundup Ready 2 Xtend™ soybeans contain genes that confer tolerance to glyphosate and dicamba. Agricultural 
herbicides containing glyphosate will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate, and those containing dicamba will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Contact your Monsanto 
dealer or call the Monsanto technical support line at 1-800-667-4944 for recommended Roundup Ready® Xtend Crop System weed control programs. Roundup Ready 2 Xtend™ and 
Roundup Ready® are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC, Monsanto Canada Inc. licensee. ©2017 Monsanto Canada Inc.

If you’re planting the very latest soybean technology, doesn’t it deserve 
protection to match? New Engenia™ herbicide is exclusively designed for 
dicamba-tolerant crops. Its new, highly concentrated liquid formulation 
offers easier handling and a lower use rate. Engenia is also an effective 
tool for managing Group 2-, triazine- and glyphosate-resistant biotypes. 
In other words, it seems tough weeds have also met their match.  
Visit agsolutions.ca/engenia or contact AgSolutions® Customer Care 
at 1-877-371-BASF (2273) for more info.
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SHORT TAKES

Farmojis give unique look at ag
In a world where methods of expression continue to change, a Canadian 
company is helping the ag industry express itself in a fun and unique way.

Winnipeg-based Think Shift Advertising released a series of emojis for 
mobile devices geared towards agriculture.

There are over 200 Farmojis, as they’re known, including farmer faces, 
cattle, soybeans, tractors, farmer’s tans and even plaid shirts.

	     Think Shift said in a release 
that the images, which are 
available from Apple’s App Store, 
are a way for the company to 

honour those who feed the world 
on a daily basis.

And so far, the feedback on the 
stickers has been nothing but positive.

“I think it’s very beneficial, especially 
in this age of social media,” said 	

	 Brittany MacIntosh, Glengarry County’s 
queen of the furrow. “It’s so important to 
promote agriculture on a variety of plat-

forms and these stickers can help farmers do 
that.”

MacIntosh, whose family runs Glengarry 
Stock Farms, said the emojis also show that farmers 

are getting younger.
The emojis were released in the fall. BF

Agriculture 
recognized on 
best employer list
The agriculture industry is well 
represented on the list of Canada’s 
Top 100 Employers project for 2017. 
Winners include Bayer Inc. and 
BASF Canada Inc.

Al Driver, chief executive officer of 
Bayer CropScience Inc., credits his 
30-year career with the company to 
the people in the industry, and the 
companies’ products. 

The people “are passionate, com-
mitted and get out of bed every day to 
work to be successful in agriculture. 
(Bayer) has always had a real custom-
er focus; including growers, retailers, 
and internal employees,” Driver says. 
“We also have the opportunity to 
provide innovative products for Cana-
dian agriculture – there is no better 
success than the producer using our 
products, and growing a great crop.”

Similarly, BASF Canada Inc. 
recognizes the importance of its 
people. 

“BASF is committed to fostering an 
inspired and engaged workforce,” 
Marcelo Lu, president of BASF 
Canada, said in a release. “We are 
looking for the next generation of 
leaders and innovators to help bring 
our solutions to life and join us in our 
journey of creating chemistry for a 
sustainable future.”

The competition grades employers 
based on several factors, including the 
physical workplace, work atmosphere, 
vacation policy, training resources, 
and community involvement. The 
2017 winners were announced in 
November. BF

Ontario entrepreneurs are getting 
into a unique type of farming – 
insect farming. 

Jarrod Goldin, owner of Entomo 
Farms in Peterborough County, 
believes insect production is an 
emerging business opportunity for 
the western world. 

 “Our farm has grown because 
demand is growing,” Goldin says. 
“There have been a lot of insect 
start-ups (lately), with products 
ranging from pasta to chips.”

Insects are 60 per cent protein, 
and very high in nutrients such as 
B12 and iron. “We still want (con-
sumers) to eat their meat, but every 
once and a while maybe they can 
try insect-based protein.”

With carbon tax and antibiotic 
regulations in the future, alternative 
protein sourcing opportunities 
(such as insects) may increase, says 
Evan Fraser, Director of the Food 
Institute of the University of 
Guelph. 

The consumer popularity barrier 
may not be as big as most believe, 
says Fraser. He compares insect 
eating to sushi consumption. “Raw 
fish went from disgust and late night 
ridicule to established in 10 years – 
(sushi and insect eating) face the 
same consumer disgust barrier,” he 
says. BF

Creating a buzz for insect farming
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PRE-BUDGET  
ASKS ON RURAL 
INVESTMENT

In advance of the 2017 provincial budget, OFA will submit key public policy 
recommendations to grow rural Ontario. We are advocating for new 
investments to rebuild our rural economy to drive growth for all of Ontario. 

OFA’s submission will focus on investments that will drive rural growth and 
alleviate the ongoing challenges of urban growth.

OFA is campaigning for investments in:

3 Natural gas infrastructure — to grow our farms, businesses  
and communities 

3 Roads, bridges and drainage — to operate competitive  
farm businesses 

3 Broadband — to continue the necessary work that’s started  
in southwest Ontario 

3 Rural schools — to promote and support our growing communities 

Ontario agriculture depends on these rural investments to continue 
to grow, compete and drive the Ontario economy.

Ontario Budget 2017

ofa.on.ca   |      @OntarioFarms  @OFABenefits   |      OntarioFarms   |      OntarioFarms   |      ontariofarms

OFA: We advocate and serve Ontario farmers.

53646 OFA_2017_PreBudget_8-125x10-875_a1.indd   1 2016-12-07   1:01 PM

http://ofa.on.ca/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/
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The Vani family of Fenwick, in the Niagara region,
has struggled with Internet for years

(left to right – Peter, Adrian, Jenny, and Vikki).

HIGH-SPEEDINTERNET

FAST & RELIABLE INTERNET:  
ARE WE GETTING CLOSE ON THE FARM?

Better Farming investigates rural Internet access challenges and highlights 
some of the developments which promise improvements.  

by NICHOLAS VAN ALLEN 
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Nearly 10 years ago, Helen 
Hambly Odame, a professor 
at the University of Guelph, 

published a paper that started with 
the statement: “The promise of 
high-speed participation in Canada’s 
knowledge economy has not been 
achieved in rural Canada.” 

Today, while much progress has 
been made, that statement still rings 
true. 

In parts of Ontario, however, the 
situation appears to be at a turning 
point. Over the last couple of years, 
progress has been made through the 
announcement of new programs, says 
Clark Somerville, president of the 
Federation of Canadian Municipali-
ties. 

Stakeholders are taking an active 
part in the realization of rural broad-
band, and the future looks bright. 

Indeed, as the case of rural broad-
band expansion in Ontario shows, the 
benefits of rural broadband have been 
recognized. Folks are actively working 
to bring improvements in this 
technology not only to farm business-
es but to rural communities as well. 

Hambly Odame and her team at 
the R2B2 project (Regional and Rural 
Broadband Project) are part of that 
effort. Their project seeks to “assess 
existing policy opportunities and 
potential economic and social 
outcomes of broadband infrastruc-
ture, applications and adoption in SW 
Ontario,” says the project’s website.

There is still some distance to go 
and are some hurdles to overcome, 
though, before true, 21st-century 
connectivity can be realized in the 
region. In particular, one problem is 
that many farmers don’t always know 
how poor their service actually is. 

Peter Gredig, farmer and 
co-founder of AgNition, an agricul-
turally-oriented software company, 
said that “farmers need to become 
better educated on the speed that they 
have available to them … and how 
poor it is in many cases.”

Here’s a good test that he offers to 
readers: “if every device in the house 
must be turned off or idled in order to 
watch a show on Netflix, you are 
definitely in the slow lane of the 
information highway.” 

Struggling with the Internet
It doesn’t take long to find farmers 
who have experienced problems with 
their Internet. Discussions about the 
lack of access are as common as 
discussions about the weather, and 
sometimes they overlap. 

Roy and Heather Bloomfield of 
Middlesex County agree that the 
weather and the Internet are interre-
lated.

The Bloomfields run Rotherfield 
Farms, a cash-crop operation just 
north of London. They use the 
Internet to advertise the produce they 
sell to local families.

More importantly, they use the 
Internet to get news about the 
weather. “As farmers,” they say, 
“monitoring the weather is one of the 
main usages of the Internet” since it 
helps them plan field operations. 

But that very same weather can 
disrupt their ability to use it. “Any 
strong winds, rain or snow can cause 
our receiver dish to have issues and 
knock out our service,” they add. 

So it’s a catch-22. Farmers need to 
know about the weather, but that very 
same weather can make them unable 

to find out about it.
Disruptions caused by weather are 

not the only problem that farmers 
discover. Cost is also an issue. 

Albert Witteveen notes a huge 
discrepancy in costs. Witteveen 
operates a farm in Smithville, in the 
Niagara Region, but also owns 
student rental housing in Guelph. 

To get unlimited, high-speed 
Internet in the city, he pays only $52 a 
month. And there is no installation 
cost.

But to get high-speed at the farm 
in Smithville, he would have to pay 
$150 per month and have to install a 
tower at his own expense. “Some 
farmers are lucky to have been chosen 
for a tower,” he said in an email to 
Better Farming, since it can “offset 
their cost of this service.” But others 
aren’t so lucky.

Peter Vani of Fenwick knows this 
situation all too well. “My wife and I,” 
he said in an email to Better Farming, 
“have been struggling for the last 
three years trying to get any Internet 
at our farm, never mind high speed.” 

Recently, Vani got some good 
news: high speed was now available 

Middlesex Centre, just north of London, is lucky to be home to several 
cell towers from which rural people can access mobile Internet.  

Broadband, however, would increase connectivity, freeing 
people from the download caps placed on many mobile contracts.
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agriculture.newholland.com/us

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd. 
Campbellford • 705-653-3700

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd. 
Lindsay • 705-324-2221

Bob Mark New Holland Sales Ltd. 
Sunderland • 705-357-3121

Delta Power Equipment 
Mitchell • 519-348-8467

Delta Power Equipment 
St. Marys • 519-349-2180

Delta Power Equipment  
Tavistock • 519-655-2441 

Delta Power Equipment 
Tilbury •  519-682-9090

Delta Power Equipment 
Watford • 519-849-2744

Ebert Welding Ltd. 
New Liskeard • 705-647-6896

ESM Farm Equipment Ltd. 
Wallenstein • 519-669-5176

Halnor Farm Equipment Ltd. 
Waterford • 519-443-8622

Maxville Farm Machinery Ltd. 
Maxville • 613-527-2834

McCauley Equipment Sales 
Orillia • 705-325-4424

McGavin Farm Supply Ltd. 
Walton • 519-887-6365

Oneida New Holland 
Caledonia • 905-765-5011

Regional Tractor Sales Ltd. 
Freelton • 905-659-1094

Richards Equipment Inc. 
Barrie • 705-721-5530

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 
Chesley • 519-363-3192

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 
Lucknow • 519-529-7995

Robert’s Farm Equipment Sales, Inc. 
Mount Forest • 519-323-2755

Smiths Farm Equipment (Jasper) Ltd. 
Jasper • 613-283-1758

St. Catharines New Holland Ltd. 
St. Catharines • 905-688-5160

Stewart’s Equipment 
Erin • 519-833-9616

Weagant Farm Supplies Ltd. 
Winchester • 613-774-2887

DEMAND THE BEST – DEMAND NEW HOLLAND

EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™

Internet fast facts
While some farmers have received 
better Internet access in recent 
years, many have not. Across 
Ontario, there is significant regional 
disparity. 

Helen Hambly Odame at the 
University of Guelph has collected 
data reported by farmers on their 
average download speeds.

She has seen reports of down-
load speeds as high as 22.0 and 26.0 
megabits per second (Mbps) in 
Hanover and Glencoe, respectively, 
but also as low as 2.2 and 2.4 Mbps 
in places such as Stevensville and 
Smithville, in the Niagara region.

Near major conduit areas, espe-
cially along Highway 401, farmers 
may get between 5.0 and 10.0 Mbps 
“down.” But most connectivity, she 
says, is wireless. It is between 1.5 
and 3.0 Mbps for downloading and 
1.0 Mbps for uploading. 

Compare that to the 20.0 or 25.0 
Mbps download speeds available to 

urban residents, and you get a sense 
of the limits being placed on 
farmers. 

She notes that quality of service 
is an additional issue. While down-
load speeds illustrate connectivity, 
there are often multiple users of the 
farm’s Internet. If three people are 
using an Internet connection that 
transmits only 3.0 Mbps, each 
individual gets 1.0 Mbps. 

None of them will be watching 
Netflix any time soon. And they 
likely won’t be able to upload videos 
or high-resolution images to adver-
tise crops or farm technology for 
e-farm-gate sales either. BF

Helen Hambly Odame

“because of a new tower that has been 
constructed in the area.” The bad 
news: Vani has “to put up a tower … 
to communicate with it at (his) 
additional cost.”

To Vani, the “Internet is an 
extremely valuable tool,” but the 
struggle to get it, and pay for it, makes 
things difficult.

These farmers are not alone in 
their struggles.

Hambly Odame at the University 
of Guelph says she has found in her 
research that early investors in 
precision ag technologies are not able 
to use them to their fullest capacity 
because essential components are 
being turned off as connectivity (or 
the lack of it) limits their use.

One-third of these technologies 
have had parts turn off on southwest-
ern Ontario’s farmers, she says, even 
on very expensive equipment.

Similarly, the benefit of drones on 
farms has not been fully discovered in 
the region because connectivity is 
low. 

Opportunities are being lost 

http://agriculture.newholland.com/us
http://agriculture.newholland.com/us
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because of such struggles and, 
Hambly Odame says, we’ll miss these 
opportunities if connectivity is not 
improved.

Fibre optics on farms
So is the struggle to obtain rural 
Internet, rural broadband in particu-

lar, worth it? In addition to better use 
of technologies, what else might a 
broadband connection offer to 
farmers?

Farmers could benefit, Hambly 
Odame says, by taking advantage of 
“e-farm-gate” possibilities.

E-farm-gate sales are, essentially, 
farm-gate sales made via the Internet 
instead of a roadside stand.

For example, instead of putting a 
notice at the roadside that your farm 
has 50 sacks of Yukon potatoes for 
sale, Hambly Odame says, you put 
them up on the Internet. Local restau-
rants or others may see the ad and 
buy such surplus crops.

There is also the “Uber model” of 
buying farm equipment. 

Farmers may take part in the 
sharing economy by sharing or 
renting their equipment with others. 
This is the 21st-century model of 
co-operative buying.

Increased connectivity is needed so 
that farmers can put up photos, 
videos and other bits of information 
to prospective sharers.

Another technology that will 
change the game is data, and the sale 
of it. According to Hambly Odame, 
farmers need better Internet so that 
they can control the data being 
generated on their farms about their 
activities – for example, GIS data – 
and link the data with groups that 
may want to buy that information. 

If this realization comes true, it 
could be that farmers are growing 

another crop and just don’t realize it. 
That crop is big data.

Bettering communities, broadband 
and rural society
Not only farm businesses but also 
rural communities will benefit from 
increased Internet access. 

Rural Canadians are well aware 
that rural out-migration is an issue 
across Canada, and it’s related to 
connectivity. 

According to Clark Somerville, 
increasing rural access to the Internet 
can help prevent such out-migration 
because it provides families with a 
host of new options.

First, access helps rural Canadians 
upgrade their skills, allowing them to 
take advantage of training courses 
offered electronically by colleges and 
universities. 

Access also opens the door to the 
possibilities of telecommuting. 
Instead of moving to urban centres, 
rural residents can stay in their home 
communities and work there. 

Anything that we can do to prevent 
out-migration is a good thing, Somer-
ville adds.

Rural students also feel penalized 
because they are not often able to 
access the Internet in the way that 
their urban classmates can.

Hambly Odame found that it was 
not rare, for example, for a farm 
family to have to drive their children 
to a local Tim Hortons’s hot spot so 
that they could upload their home-

Goal is 20-25 Mbps
Xplornet is one of the province’s 14 
(and growing) rural Internet service 
providers. It has been making 
headway with improving service in 
the past couple of years.

In particular, Xplornet has up-
graded towers in its markets in 
many places. It seeks to provide 
users with up to 20.0 to 25.0 Mbps 
speeds in places where they have a 
“line of sight” to a fixed tower by 
2017.

According to Chris Harlond, 
director of sales at Xplornet, such 
access will give users the same 
Internet experience that urban 
residents have in the rest of Canada.

Where such fixed tower access is 
unavailable, Xplornet offers satellite 
service that reaches 5.0 Mbps 
download speeds. 

Elayne Miles, strategic marketing 
and product development leader at 
Xplornet, added that Xplornet seeks 
to invest to give access to “today’s 
Internet” to rural people. BF

Last summer, the Ontario Government held a summit on the issue of “Attracting and Retaining Youth to 
Rural Ontario.”  Those at the summit, shown here, discussed broadband connectivity. 
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work to class websites. 
As education moves increasingly toward the use of 

digital materials, rural kids feel the pinch.
Christina Crowley-Arklie, press secretary and senior 

communications adviser to Ontario Minister of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Affairs Jeff Leal, notes that the 
Ontario government recently held a summit in Stratford 
to look at the issue of “attracting and retaining youth” in 
rural Ontario. 

“The importance of investing in broadband activity was 
discussed by those in attendance,” she says, since they too 
saw the benefits that come from limiting barriers to 
education for rural youth.

For that reason, Crowley-Arklie states that “we will 
continue to work to develop a framework that supports 
growth of a digital economy and supports broadband 
networks in rural and northern Ontario.”

Finally, better rural connectivity creates solutions to 
overcome barriers to health care for rural Canadians.

In the Georgian Bay area, better Internet is opening up 
home-care jobs to locals and providing residents with 
better health care.

For this reason Clark Somerville says that improved 
Internet access has the “power to transform rural commu-
nities.” Instead of having to drive to an urban centre to 
receive medical care, a farmer may simply hop online and 
Skype his or her doctor. 

This opportunity saves time and money, and can 
improve standards of living.

In terms of jobs, education, family life and medical 
care, better Internet access can revitalize farm communi-
ties or ensure their continued success. And in southwest-
ern Ontario, a project unveiled this past summer may see 
such progress realized. 

The SWIFT story
SWIFT (SouthWestern Integrated Fibre Technology) is a 
recently incorporated not-for-profit which “aims to build 
an ultra-high-speed fibre optic regional broadband 
network for everyone in Western Ontario,” according to its 
website.

“The project was initiated by the Western Ontario 
Wardens’ Caucus and its partners (City of Orillia, Town of 
Caledon, the Region of Niagara, Grey Bruce Health 
Services, and Georgian College), with support from the 
federal and provincial governments.”

SWIFT was incorporated in November 2015 and has 
since been awarded $180 million from the federal and 
provincial governments.

According to Geoff Hogan, executive director of 
SWIFT, the not-for-profit “is all about filling in the gaps.”

The company is going to “find out where the fibre is” 
and “fill in fibre where there isn’t any.”

“We want to make sure that folks that are in low- 
density areas have the same access to broadband that these 

HIGH-SPEEDINTERNET

Xplornet 3-375x4-875 admat DEC2016.indd   1 2016-12-07   9:21 PM

Many rural households are dependent on mobile 
Internet provided by cell towers. 

There's MORE to 
this story. Visit 
BetterFarming.com
for A BONUS VIDEO.

http://betterfarming.com/
http://betterfarming.com/
http://www.xplornet.com/
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high-density areas do,” Hogan says.
In Hogan’s view, the Internet 

“really is the fourth utility now.” For 
that reason, “the UN has called it a 
human right.”

But, he adds, “the current connec-
tivity (in southwestern Ontario) is so 
poor now … What they (farmers) are 
used to is really, really horrible.”

SWIFT has high hopes, as do its 
investors. 

Crowley-Arklie, in Minister Leal’s 
office, says that “the SWIFT project 
will expand access to broadband by 
delivering high-quality, fibre-optic 
coverage to over 300 communities 
and 3.5 million residents in south-
western Ontario, including the 
municipalities of Caledon and 
Niagara.”

“Our government,” she said in a 
statement, “understands that access to 
affordable broadband connectivity is 
a key ingredient to innovation and 
economic growth to rural Ontario 
and our agri-food sector. 

“It allows families to stay in touch, 
connects businesses with the world, 
and makes our rural communities 
investment ready so they are able to 
do business.”

Hogan says that one way broad-
band might help is through easing the 
adoption of precision agriculture. 

“We’re not making any more 
farmland,” he says. “We need to make 
every acre more productive.”

This goal can be achieved “with 

precision farming and GPS technolo-
gy,” but all those technologies “need 
to call home” to a hosting/cloud 
location to store their data.

In essence, he argues, they need 
rural broadband. They need SWIFT.

Taking notice
What’s interesting about the case of 
broadband in rural Ontario is that the 
story is not peculiar to this region of 
Canada. As Clark Somerville com-
ments, in each rural community he 
visits, he has heard people discussing 
rural Internet. 

Rural Ontario is not alone in 
facing the problem of expanding 
access. 

Southwestern Alberta, Manitoba 
and the Atlantic provinces, for 
example, are dealing with similar 
issues. And, importantly, they are 
watching and learning to see how 

progress is being made.
What can be said about all those 

places is that the benefits of connec-
tivity need to be realized. 

At one time we had to think about 
the benefits of railway building, then 
electrification, and then telephones. 
Today, it’s the Internet. BF

Poor Internet has become a barrier to education for rural children.
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In the shop with Rachel 
The Gingell family are tractor enthusiasts. Daughter Rachel and father Dan repair and maintain a range 
of older-model machines. The family also operates an interesting online business.
by ANDREA GAL and PAUL NOLAN 

The Gingell family has a long-standing passion for 
tractors, and particularly older-model machines. 
Multiple generations have participated in tractor 

pulls, as their collection of trophies, proudly displayed in 
their shop, shows. 

Not surprisingly, Rachel Gingell has inherited this 
passion. “I’ve always been in the barn with Dad, helping 
him since I was a young girl. I have gradually learned 
more and more through the years. Tractor repairs and 
maintenance just kind of came naturally to me,” Rachel 
says.

She participated in her first tractor pull when she was 
10, and started helping at the family equipment dealership 
when she was in middle school. 

   “Internet sales were just starting to take off at the 

time,” Rachel says, so she “contributed to the business by 
posting tractor ads online. 

“It wasn’t long before I started purchasing tractors on 
my own to re-sell. Fixing the tractors up along the way 
was a natural progression.”  

Now, Rachel writes about older-model tractors and 
creates tractor repair tutorials. She also works in the 
family business, creating and selling handcrafted  
tractor-related products, including hats, home decor, and 
baby items. 

Rachel and her family live in Michigan, about an hour 
from the Windsor-Detroit border. 

Better Farming is pleased to introduce Rachel to our 
readers; watch for her tractor articles in the coming 
months. BF

Rachel sits on a 1939 McCormick Farmall M. Her late maternal 
grandfather Guy Tripp purchased the tractor used and restored it with 
Rachel’s father, Dan, almost 30 years ago. They narrowed the wheel 
base to make the tractor more competitive on the pulling track.

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
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Rachel completes a brake job on a 1957 JD 520. Here, she uses a brake 
riveting tool to apply new pads onto the brake shoes with brass rivets. 
Rachel completes a brake job on a 1957 JD 520. Here, she uses a brake 
riveting tool to apply new pads onto the brake shoes with brass rivets. 

This iconic John Deere 720 standard diesel tractor is equipped with a 
gas starting motor – called the “pony motor”. (All two-cylinder JD diesel 
tractors had this pony motor until JD introduced the electric start.) The 
gas engine starts first. When the pony motor is fully revved up, the diesel 
engine can be engaged and started. The pony motors are quite sensitive 
– and after they sit for a while they won’t run. Rachel and Dan tuned up 
the pony motor on this tractor and now it runs beautifully. 

This iconic John Deere 720 standard diesel tractor is equipped with a 
gas starting motor – called the “pony motor”. (All two-cylinder JD diesel 
tractors had this pony motor until JD introduced the electric start.) The 
gas engine starts first. When the pony motor is fully revved up, the diesel 
engine can be engaged and started. The pony motors are quite sensitive 
– and after they sit for a while they won’t run. Rachel and Dan tuned up 
the pony motor on this tractor and now it runs beautifully. 

FIELDTRIP

Rachel shows the worn clutch plate from a Farmall 504 tractor. In 

the case of this model, Rachel and Dan had to split the tractor in 

half in order to complete the clutch replacement. 

Rachel and Dan worked together on the hydraulic repair on this Massey Ferguson 165. The pump is in the transmission on these tractors – so it’s a messy and involved job to repair the hydraulics. Rachel says her smaller hands made the job a bit easier, as she was able to work with the small bolts. 

http://johndeere.ca/
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Rachel has fond memories of 
the Ford 8N. She remembers 
that her father built an 8N 
pulling tractor when she was 
ten years old. She participated 
in her first tractor pull on the 
8N – and won first place. 
The family sold that Ford 8N 
but Dan and Guy built the 
1952 Ford 8N, pictured here, 
a few years later. While not 
evident at first glance, the 
engine is “souped up” quite a 
bit to enable this tractor to be 
fairly competitive in pulls. 

Rachel and her father, Dan, next to an 1855 Oliver 
tractor. The company produced the 1855 between 1969 
and 1975. This model has 100 HP so it handles a front-
end loader very well. Waukesha made these engines for 
Oliver, and the engines were turbo-charged.

Rachel and her father, Dan, next to an 1855 Oliver 
tractor. The company produced the 1855 between 1969 
and 1975. This model has 100 HP so it handles a front-
end loader very well. Waukesha made these engines for 
Oliver, and the engines were turbo-charged.

The Gingells display their tractor pulling trophies in the barn. The family 
has a long history of participating in these pulls; Guy Tripp, Dan, Jennifer 
(Rachel’s mother), and Rachel have all competed. In the 1990s, Guy and Dan 
competed at national-level tractor pulls every weekend. Now, the family 
stays closer to home and competes in smaller community pulls. 

FIELDTRIP

Rachel examines the wiring destroyed by mice on this New Holland 

4630. Rachel and Dan will soon replace the wiring. Dan is a licensed 

electrician and he says this training helps him immensely when 

repairing equipment. He’s shared some of his expertise with 

Rachel, too.  

http://johndeere.ca/
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In the early 1980s, as Ontario’s 
snowmobile clubs were beginning 
to form and develop trails, 

Graham Snyder decided to try a trail 
out for himself.

Snyder today farms 500 acres of 
cash crops on his farm near Breslau 
in the Region of Waterloo and 
provides custom farm services. Back 
then, he didn’t have a trail running 
through his property. Even though 
the clubs sold permits to access the 
trails, he figured he didn’t need a 
permit to travel locally where he 
knew the farmers. 

But as he rode his snowmobile, he 
discovered the trails were extensive. 
“You could go for quite some time on 
the trails, and I really didn’t know a 
lot of the farmers,” he says. Crossing 
so much land without permission felt 
wrong, so he bought a permit.

Joining his local club, the Bridge-
port Snowmobile Club, came next, 
and he added two trails to his own 
property. Local involvement led to 10 
years of provincial involvement, 
including two years as the vice-
president of the Ontario Federation 
of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC). He 

stepped down from that post earlier 
this year. 

So Snyder is very familiar with the 
concerns about trails that erupted in 
February following the introduction 
of the provincial Liberal government’s 
Bill 100 (Supporting Ontario’s Trails 
Act, 2016) that introduced the 
Ontario Trails Act and changes to 
other laws that support trail access 
and trespassing enforcement. The bill 
was first introduced in May 2015 and 
obtained royal assent in June 2016. 

Over the next several months, 
property owners, including farmers, 

Right of passage
The provincial government introduced the Supporting Ontario Trails Act last year. This winter, 
landowners and snowmobilers continue to debate the use of Ontario’s rural trails. 
by MARY BAXTER

In November, Graham Snyder, who farms near Breslau in Waterloo Region, was busy putting  
up markers for the two snowmobile trails that cross his property.

http://www.caseih.com/
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would protest the legislation, some 
going as far as closing down access to 
trail corridors on their land. By early 
November 2016, as the winter 
snowmobile season approached, trail 
organizers continued to struggle to 
persuade farmers to sign on to 
hosting a trail.

“I used to have 55 (landowner 
agreements) in Stoney Keppel,” says 
Randy Walker, president of the Stoney 
Keppel Riders Snowmobile Club in 
Grey County, at that time. “Now I 
think I’ve lost half of them.”

When the bill was first introduced, 
much of the protest centred on the 
mention of property easements. The 
Ontario Landowners Association 
(OLA) led the charge.

“We found out about (the bill) by 
accident,” says Tom Black, president of 
the OLA and an eastern Ontario 
farmer. A call from a concerned 
property owner about Bill 118, the Great 
Lakes Shoreline Right of Passage Act, 
tipped the association to Bill 100.

The Landowners contend that a 
section in the Ontario Trails Act 

Find the Source Water  
Protection Map at ontario.ca/
page/source-protection

With support provided by

Fuel storage on a farm is vital to 
operations. But, spills or leaks 
can impact water sources that 
supply any property. If your 
farm has more than 250 litres of 
fuel storage, and is located in a 
wellhead protection area or 
intake protection zone, you may 
require a plan to mitigate the 
risk, to upgrade the tanks, or 
which prohibits the installation 
of new tanks in limited areas.  

Risk management officials can 
advise on suitable best 
management practices. The 
Source Water Protection Map 
allows you to search if your farm 
is located close to a municipal 
drinking water well or drinking 
water intake.

Protect drinking  
water sources from 
fuel spills and leaks

Graham Snyder, who farms cash crops, says he supports providing 
trail access. Allowing “one swipe” helps control how a person 

 will access a property, he says.

http://ontario.ca/
http://ontario.ca/page/source-protection
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concerning property easements makes it 
possible for third parties to seize control 
of privately owned land. The organiza-
tion continues to argue this interpreta-
tion, although adjustments were made 
to the section before the act was passed. 

These adjustments weren’t enough, 
says Black, who says the association had 
wanted to see requirements for organi-
zations to provide clear explanations 
when negotiating easements. “There 
(were) probably up to 30 or 40 different 
entities that were going to be allowed to 
share that trail, if they wanted to,” Black 
says. Most of the group types listed are 
governments or their agencies and 
non-profits. 

Patrick Connor, executive director of 
the Ontario Trails Council and Canadi-
an Trails Federation board member, says 
the concerns about easements are based 
in “a misinterpretation that the Act 
would be a land grab” or that landowner 
agreements permitting trails within a 
certain season are “all of a sudden going 
to be turned into an easement.”

The agreements can’t be changed into 
something else without involvement of 
the landowner, he says. “Easements are a 
legal process with public consultation 
that are pursued by some land owners 
but totally at the landowners’ discre-
tion.”

He points to statements made in a 

Neil Vincent, who farms in Huron County and is the 
reeve of North Huron, says more consideration needs to 
be applied when locating trails. 

Vincent was among a number of people who 
opposed the establishment of a section of the 
Guelph to Goderich rail trail in Huron County. The 
multi-county trail opened in 2015. 

The problem, he says, was the trail 
followed a former rail line that in at least 
one case strayed very close to farms 
with strict biosecurity codes in effect. 

“Unfortunately, farmers cannot have a 
degree of biosecurity,” he says, pointing out 
that farmers must embrace established biose-
curity standards when their operations require it. 
And biosecurity isn’t just about safeguarding live-
stock; some of the farmers in the area had pedigreed 
seed contracts. 

He’s not sure if any of the farms lost contracts once 

the trail went into effect. Better Farming contacted two 
farmers who had also been involved in the issue, but 
they declined to be interviewed on record.

“None of us were anti-trail,” insists Vincent. “It’s just 
some places are better for a trail than others.” 

He uses the example of a trail that runs from 
Listowel to Gowanstown in Perth County. 

That trail is positioned away from farm 
buildings at the edge of farms, he says.

The North Huron reeve says 
perhaps the solution is shifting trails 

to out-of-the-way roads. “They’d be 
wonderful trails to take a ride on and just 

tour.”
That type of solution sets off alarm bells for 

Randy Walker, president of the Stoney Keppel 
Riders Snowmobile Club in Grey County. “The acci-

dent rate goes up incredibly” if snowmobiles operate 
on side roads or ditches, he says. BF 

Are trails along roads the solution?

In 2015, Ontario snowmobile clubs began introducing signs to 
identify the location of trails in the event of an emergency. The 

signs, similar to fire number signs, have proved popular with 
municipalities, says Graham Snyder.
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Trails Act fact sheet released by the Ontario Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport in October. The fact sheet 
describes an easement as “an interest in land where the 
landowner grants the easement holder a right of way over a 
piece of land.” The sheet further notes that for the purposes of 
the Trails Act such easements would be voluntary. 

Easements would also contain covenants, which the sheet 
describes as “a promise to do or not do something in relation 
to the land.” Covenants would have to be agreed to by both 
the landowner and the prospective easement holder. They 
might address “the uses and activities permitted, restricted 
and prohibited on the affected land and describing those uses 
and activities.”

“Landowners would not be forced to grant easements for 
trail-related purposes,” the fact sheet continues. It explains the 
easement options in the Act are needed because easement 
options in existing legislation “do not adequately address the 
longstanding issue of securing land and long-term access to 
land for use as trails.”

Connor says there was concern among trails organizations 
that trails were being closed but that in many cases landown-
ers have returned to the fold. Snyder says he fielded a lot of 
inquiries while he was at the snowmobile federation’s booth at 
the International Plowing Match and Rural Expo in Welling-
ton County in September. He too says concerns about the 
legislation are dwindling, although they haven’t entirely 
disappeared. 

“People had their minds made up,” says Snyder. “It’s hard 
to get people educated after they’ve made their mind up.”

Markings on snowmobile trails include signs such as this one, which warns users of their  
responsibilities and liabilities. Graham Snyder and his dog, Spud, are pictured with the sign.

There's MORE to this story.
Visit BetterFarming.com

for an ADDITIONAL PHOTO ESSAY.

http://betterfarming.com/
http://www.aghs.ca/
http://www.aghs.ca/
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But Bob Weirmeir, owner of a hobby 
farm and small-engines business near 
Hanover in Grey County and president 
of the Saugeen Regional Landowners 
Association, says the legislation is still 
very much top of mind among farmers. 

He says a Nova Scotia court case in 
the 1990s sets a  
a legal 

precedent for establishing third-party 
permanent access to a property if it 
could be proved consent had been 
given and the access was continuous. 

(Weirmeir says the case’s successful 
argument for access hinged only on a 
verbal agreement. Court documents 
connected to the case refer to the 
presence of both verbal and written 
agreements.) 

The Ontario trails legislation’s 
presence creates an unnecessary 
framework, and frameworks are easy to 
change with amendments, he says.

“I think if the trail bill was rescinded 
we could carry on,” he says. 

Walker suggests a different reason 
for farmers’ continued reluctance to 
allow trails on their property: 
trespassers, in particular people 
using a trail dedicated to one use for 

a different type of use.
“I have yet to have a 

farmer say to me ‘I don’t 
want snowmobiles on my 
property.’ But what I do 
get is, it’s the trail; it’s the 

fact that it’s the ATVs 

(that use the trail),” he says. Along with 
being president of his local club, Walker 
manages operations for the provincial 
snowmobile federation’s District 9, an 
area bounded by Lake Huron and 
Georgian Bay shorelines in the north 
and west, a line in the south that runs 
through Goderich, Milverton and 
Dundalk, and, in the east, the Beaver 
Valley.

And it’s not just riders of ATVs, he 
says. “It’s the horseback riders, it’s the 
walkers, it’s the mud trucks. It’s every-
thing else that comes with the fact that 
there is or there was a trail there.”

Walker says he’s run into risky 
situations on land he owns and uses for 
hunting. “Last year I’m sitting up in my 
tree stand, and here comes these two 
horseback riders.” They had seen the 
trespassing signs but didn’t think the 
signs applied to them. “We were in bow 
season.”

Walker says trails and their formal 
agreements define places for travel and 
types of use. Many of the snowmobile 
trails in his district are dedicated to that 
single use. The clubs have widened 
those that are multi-use to create room 
for sharing. “As a district, we’ve probably 
spent $200,000 since last October (2015) 

Graham Snyder, who farms near Breslau in the Waterloo 
Region, says over the past 25 years he’s caught three to 
four different groups riding ATVs on the snowmobile 
trail on his farm in the spring. 

In any given snowmobile season, traffic averages 500 
sleds a week along his trail, so the percentage is low. 
(Traffic can reach the thousands at the centre of the trail 
system during the same time period, he says.) 

“Once you explain to them how fortunate we are to 
have the trail in the winter time, they soon respect that 
… And they apologize and leave,” he says.

But Snyder, a former vice-president of the Ontario 
Federation of Snowmobile Clubs, acknowledges that 
people who use trails in unintended ways are a signifi-
cant concern for farmers.

Bob Weirmeir, president of the Saugeen Regional 
Landowners Association, says the concern is not just 
about destroyed crops but also the safety of trespassers.

“Actually my biggest concern would be the fellow 
who has granted the snowmobile trail through the 
winter,” he says. “It’s marked out on a GPS and people 
use it as a walking trail. And I can see a family going 

through a man’s cornfield in the fall and a little girl or 
something say, ‘what’s that noise out there’ and seeing 
what it is. 

“The picture in my mind is so devastating on what 
could happen. Because in the big combines you just 
can’t see.”

Patrick Connor, executive director of the Ontario 
Trails Council and Canadian Trails Federation board 
member, says the key to making trails safer is dedicating 
trails to specific uses.

 “It makes the trail system safer and puts the trails 
where people should be using them according to that 
specific use.”

But 92 per cent of Ontario’s 80,000-kilometre trail 
system is mixed use, and to ensure the presence of 
dedicated and diversified trails, more trails are needed, 
he says. 

Tom Black, president of the Ontario Landowners 
Association, challenges the call for more trails. 

“This is like having a pipeline across your property; 
you can never use that piece of property again,” he 
says. BF 

Dedicated trails prevent trespassers, says trail council head
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through provincial grants and alternate 
sources of money to widen them.”

Moreover, adds Walker, the liability 
coverage that comes with trail agree-
ments protects landowners not only 
during snowmobiling season but also 
for the months of preparation leading 
up to the season and afterward to 
remove trail markers. 

Insurance doesn’t cover damage 
on the trail from another type of 
vehicle, but that doesn’t mean the 
federation will abandon a farmer if 
such a situation arises. “We’ve been 
named in lawsuits where it has 
actually been an ATV that was riding 
on a snowmobile trail. We have 
always dealt with it,” says Snyder. “It 
doesn’t necessarily mean that our 
insurance covers it, but the OFSC is 
self-insured for the first $1 million, 
so they will take care of whatever 
lawsuits they can on their own. In my 
time, they’ve taken care of every one 
of them.”

Both Snyder and Walker say that 
the provincial organization has 
adjusted its memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) landowner agree-
ment to address landowner concerns. 
One section states that the organiza-
tion doesn’t want anything to do with 
easements. There’s an expiry date “so 
that there is no chance that this could 
be a continuity issue,” says Walker. 

Another section offers the land-
owner the opportunity to list specific 

expectations, such as removing trail 
signs throughout the property each 
year.
	 There’s even a section which 
provides space to list the times when 
the club volunteers and permit 
holders have permission to be on a 
property. Permission can be renewed 
annually.
	 Weirmeir agrees the MOU Walker 
talks about “wasn’t too bad.” 

However, the organization’s overall 
approach to the agreements is 
problematic, he says, because it 
appears more than one agreement 
template is in use. At a recent Ontar-
io Landowners board meeting, there 
were four different snowmobile 
agreements on the table, he says. 
“How can we say we think this isn’t a 
bad thing when there are this many 
across the board? At that point, there 
was a press release that went out that 
we’re not standing behind any of 
them.”

Black says his organization would 
like to see a rental agreement instead. 
“That, our lawyers tell us, is a 
two-person agreement, and you have 
to pass a dollar, you have to ex-
change. And that’s a sealed agree-
ment that can’t be interfered with by 
the government.”

But both Snyder and Walker say a 
rental agreement would mean the 
federation’s insurance could no 
longer cover the property owner. 
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“The minute there is any form of remuneration paid for 
the actual use of the property, our insurance policy is null 
and void,” Walker explains.

Walker adds that the agreement he uses was developed 
by the provincial organization, not his local club or district. 

Snyder sees the outpouring of concern as an opportu-
nity to create better relationships between those who 
build and maintain trails and landowners. “In the past 
there were some clubs that weren’t communicating with 
their landowners on a yearly basis,” he says. “This is a 
wakeup call. The clubs are going to be going out and 
communicating every year with these people. And the 
biggest thing is, if you find out there’s something that 
went wrong that year, you can act on it. 

Where (as) if you wait four or five years, (it’s) pretty 
hard to do something four or five years down the road.”

Walker too says he’s hopeful the organization’s new 
agreement will help. But he knows more is needed. He’d 
like to see, for example, the federation remove its interac-
tive trail maps from its website once the snowmobile 
season is over to make it more difficult for people to find 
the trails in off-season periods. 

He expects the going will remain tough and refers to 
the province’s recent proposal to change land-use growth 
plans and their accompanying legislation for areas such as 
the Greenbelt and the Niagara Escarpment. The public 
comment period for the revisions ended in October. 

“Everybody’s sort of sitting and wondering just which 
way the next piece of legislation is going to swing,” he 

Graham Snyder and his son, Jesse Snyder, head off on their four wheeler to erect trail markers  
on the family’s farm.

http://betterfarming.com/
http://www.hdc.on.ca/
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says. 
“It’s really all about the trials and 

tribulations of the poor landowners. 
It’s about the expectations that they 
have; it’s about the expectations that 
we have. ... They’re caught in the 
middle of a whole lot of things. 
They’re trying to feed families and 
run their farm operations but then all 
of a sudden you’ve got somebody 
saying, ‘oh no, you can’t do this and 
you can’t do that,’” he says.

“I can see their level of frustra-
tion.” BF
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“I have yet to have a farmer say to me ‘I don’t want snowmobiles on my property.’ But what I do get is, it’s 
the trail; it’s the fact that it’s the ATVs (that use the trail),” says Randy Walker.
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Eric Deitrich, a farmer outside 
Lucan, was determined that 
2016 was the year to finally try 

to double crop soybeans. Conditions 
looked good, and the thought of 
profiting from another crop in 
addition to his winter wheat was too 
good to resist.
	 “Our planting equipment is not 
doing anything at that time of year,” 
says Deitrich. We wanted to “try and 
get a bigger return – extra acres – 
through our equipment.”

Deitrich says the season started 
successfully after he harvested an 
average of 33.5 bushels per acre (bu/
ac). (Depending on input costs, 
farmers should see profits on yields 
over 15 bu/ac, according to some 
industry representatives.) Deitrich is 
already planning which fields to 
double crop next year.

Over recent years, there has been 
increased interest in double cropping 

soybeans, says Horst Bohner, a 
soybean specialist with Ontario’s 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA). “Farmers 
are getting good at it,” he says. 

But Bohner stresses that the most 
plentiful yields are the result of many 
factors – including soil conditions 
and farmer attitude – falling into 
place. Double crop soybeans require a 
high level of commitment and a keen 
knowledge of crop requirements. 

Double crop soybean “yields (from 
the 2016) season were very favourable 
– 30 to 40 bushels an acre,” says 
Bohner. “It has been a huge opportu-
nity for some growers.”

Planting date
The date that the crop goes into the 
ground is one of the most important 
factors that influences the yield. Some 
of the most successful double crop 
soybean growers pay the strictest 

attention to planting details, says 
Bohner. 

“We’ve come a long way (yield-
wise) with aggressive growers who are 
putting in the extra effort to seed as 
soon as possible,” he says.

July 15 is a common cut-off date 
for planting. “Once you get past 
mid-July, it’s too late. We see at least 
one bushel lost per acre for every day 
planting is delayed,” says Bohner. 

For Ian Matheson, a farmer from 
Embro, the ability to plant early was 
an incentive when he first tried 
double cropping soybeans. He grew 
winter barley for his hog operation 
and had early harvest dates.

After the barley harvest, the empty 
fields “seemed like a waste sitting 
idle,” says Matheson. “We were 
harvesting not much later than other 
producers planting full-season 
soybeans.”

Monitoring your winter cereal’s 

Double cropping soybeans: risk vs. reward
An aggressive approach to crop management, paired with a suitable growing season, could be the key 
to raising a successful double crop of soybeans. 
by JENNIFER JACKSON

Short season varieties have allowed some farmers to harvest their 
double crop soybeans before their full season soybeans.

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
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maturity goes hand-in-hand with 
planting the soybeans in time, says 
Eric Richter, a seed sales representa-
tive at Syngenta. Some growers have 
to commit to combining the wheat 
early to help ensure a successful 
double soybean crop.

 “The growers must consider 
everything they can do to move the 
wheat off as early as possible,” says 
Richter. They may have to “harvest 
(the wheat) a little wetter, and dry it.”

Wheat testing from 18 to 20 per 
cent moisture can be harvested and 
dried without damaging quality, he 
says.

It is important to note that double 
crop soybeans planted after wheat or 
peas are not insurable with Agricorp, 
says Stacey Edwards, the agency’s 
communications consultant. Howev-
er, there are times when these beans 
may be eligible for coverage after 
harvesting a hay crop.

“Customers should call us so we 
can help them understand their 
options and how their coverage works 
in these cases,” Edwards says. 

Pushing the frontier 
“In the past five years, the interest in 

soybeans in Western Canada has just 
exploded,” says Richter. “It has 
allowed us to push the frontier farther 
into Northern Ontario with short 
season varieties.” There are now 
varieties that are suitable for growth 
in the short seasons of the Prairies as 
well. Researchers continue to breed 
varieties that can be grown farther 
west and farther north than before. 
These developments provide better 
opportunities for farmers who want 
to double crop beans in Ontario.

Double cropping “is not risk free; 
(however, growers) now have man-
ageable risk,” says Richter. “I’ve always 
encouraged growers to have a plan 
– to be committed.” 

 “We have learned that variety 
selection is absolutely critical in terms 
of a success story,” says Bohner. 

For Henry Denotter, a farmer in 
Essex County, the early years of 
double cropping soybeans included 
using leftover, full-season seed. 
Denotter has grown, with varied 

Double crop soybeans should be planted into narrow rows and 
 in high populations to promote a thick, quick-closing canopy.

Eric Richter, Syngenta photo 
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success, double crop beans on and off 
for the past 15 years. Last year, 
however, he was able to choose a 
variety that specifically fit his farm 
and growing zone. 

Variety evolution is a large factor 
that separates the double cropping of 
the past from the present. As the 
varieties’ maturity continues to 
shorten, farmers sacrifice yield less 
often.

“Just within the past four years, we 
have learnt to scale back the maturity 
a long ways,” says Matheson. 

It is possible to grow a successful 
double soybean crop in 90 days. 
Today’s varieties allow producers to 
strive for that goal.

How does one begin to plan for 
90-day beans? The answer is in 
matching the production zone to the 
suitable variety maturity, says Richter. 

A region needs at least 2,900 crop 
heat units (CHU) before a farmer 
considers double cropping, says 
Richter. Considering industry pressure 
for shorter season beans, Richter 
believes it may be possible to push 
double crop soybean opportunities into 
the 2,800 CHU area if farmers plant 
before the July 15 deadline.

In areas that have 3,000 CHU, a 
short season variety can be used and 
will mature in good time, says 
Richter. “We’ve had some growers 
who have harvested (double crop 
beans) before all of their full season 
beans were off.”

Deitrich testifies to this result: he 
harvested his crop 89 days after 
planting. “You have to go early (with 
maturity). Our variety (was) designed 
for Manitoba,” he says.

Growers will mitigate their risk by 
knowing their maturity zone and, in 
turn, the variety that suits it best. 
Farmers have peace of mind, “know-
ing the plant will mature by the 
harvest date,” Richter says.

Mike Donnelly-Vanderloo, a 
farmer in Thorndale, experienced this 
first-hand when he decided after 20 
years of growing double crop beans 
– and a dry spring – that he would 
return his seed and plant a cover crop 
instead. After a mid-July rain, he 
changed his mind, bought the earliest 
variety he could find, and planted on 
July 16. Donnelly-Vanderloo harvest-
ed a strong average of 38.5 bushels an 
acre in the fall. 

“When you think you have it all 

figured out, something odd will come 
up,” he says. “I don’t think I’ve learned 
as much as I have about crops than I 
have with double crop soybeans.”

Planting logistics 
The planting requirements of double 
crop soybeans are specific. They 
begin with equipment and planting 
population.

“It’s really hard to plant too many 
seeds,” says Bohner. Recommending 
300,000 seeds per acre, he finds 
250,000 is the minimum. “The plants 
do not grow as many nodes because 
of the shorter season, so increasing 
the plant population is critical.”

Denotter echoes these thoughts, 
noting “the (beans) don’t stand tall. 
You can’t afford to be cheap on the 
population.”

Most growers use air drills for 
planting double crop soybeans. The 
air drill allows for a solid seeded 
configuration: narrow, seven-and-a-
half-inch rows. Narrow rows with a 
dense plant stand allow for thick, 
fast-closing canopies with higher 
lower pods, says Richter. 

Denotter began by using a planter 
to double crop his beans in 20-inch 
rows. “It was fine, but the air seeder is 
the best way to seed them, even with 
straw standing up tall.” To help 
preserve moisture, Denotter does not 
till the land prior to planting. 

Matheson shares similar views 
about row width; however, he practices 
light tillage.

“Where there has been built-up 

Eric Richter  

With today’s varieties, farmers do not have to choose between beans that are fast maturing, 
and beans that are of high quality.

Eric Richter, Syngenta, photo
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chaff, volunteer barley grows and 
chokes out the beans,” says Mathe-
son. “We have (tried) no till, but 
we’ve learned to go light with tillage 
for the chaff to try and get a more 
uniform stand.”

The straw should be chopped and 
spread evenly, or baled, leaving eight 
to 10 inches of cereal stubble, says 
Michael Staton, senior soybean 
educator at Michigan State Universi-
ty. “This forces the soybean plants to 
set pods higher.”

Staton has worked with soybeans 
since the late 1980s and has been 
working on double crop recommen-
dations for over a decade.

In Staton’s opinion, lack of mois-
ture when planting is the number one 
factor that will cause a double crop 
soybean wreck. 

 “If June is too dry, do not try,” is a 
maxim that Staton likes to remember.

When planting in July, the farmer 
may have missed the wet weather that 
the spring brings. To reduce the 
higher risk of dry summer condi-
tions, a little rain is needed around 

the planting window.
“There needs to be enough mois-

ture for germination and emergence. 
Last spring was very dry for some 
farmers,” says Bohner. “Getting a 
good initial emergence was difficult 
for some” in 2016.

Crop inputs 
When growing double crop beans, 
farmers should create crop input 
budgets wisely. 

“You’re dealing with the risk of 
even getting a crop. You have to keep 
your costs in check,” says Bohner. 
Fertilizer, for example, should be used 
sparingly, if at all, he says. 

Although nitrogen may help close 
canopies in poor stand conditions, 
Bohner believes you are better off, 
value-wise, increasing your planting 
populations than your nitrogen. 

“We’re not chasing 60 to 70 
bushels; we’re chasing 30 to 40 
bushels. Nutrients are not your main 
factor for yield loss in a 30-bushel 
soybean crop,” says Bohner.

Some growers, however, say 

they’ve seen some benefits from a 
fertilizer application. 	

Denotter, for example, has found 
through trial and error that putting 
some MAP down with the seed has 
worked best for his operation. 

Whether or not farmers decide to 
use a fertilizer application, they
should reserve double crop beans for 
the best soil. If the soil has less than 3 

Horst Bohner 
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per cent organic matter, Richter does 
not recommend double cropping. 
Instead, the grower should consider 
strategies to improve soil health first. 

Glyphosate is a popular choice of 
pesticide for growers. 

Roundup Ready soybean varieties 
should be the growers’ first choice, 
says Bohner. The glyphosate will best 
control the volunteer wheat and barley 
that commonly grow among the 
beans. 

“Only one application of glyphosate 
works well for growers, as there’s not 
many flushes of weeds (at that point) 
in the season,” says Bohner.

Challenges and growth 
Dave Way, who farms outside 
Tillsonburg, grows double crop 
soybeans to be as productive as 
possible on every acre of land. 

“I’m not a big gambler, but (by 
planting beans) what have I got to 
lose?” says Way. “If they don’t make 
it, we still have a green crop that we 
can plow down.” 

Deitrich is already planning which 

fields to double crop in 2017. “We 
planted the wheat (in those fields) 
first and chose a variety that is shorter 
in height and seems to have less 

residue to deal with next summer.” 
Deitrich’s biggest tip? “Do your 

homework on your farms, and have a 
plan. Don’t be afraid to ask for help.” BF

$Jan 31st - Feb 1st, 2017
Best Western Lamplighter Inn, 

London, Ontario

Conference Highlights
Expert Speakers 
  ›  Paul Schrimpf, Precision Agriculture Magazine
  ›  Dr. Slav Adamchuk, McGill University 
  ›  Wade Barnes, Farms Edge 
  ›  Denise Hockaday, Climate Corporation

Hot Precision Agriculture Topics 
  ›  Soil Information & Data
  ›  Updates in Precision Ag Imagery  
     & Software

Popular Precision Farmer Panel Returns!

REGISTER NOW!

Putting the Precision
Agriculture Puzzle

Together for Profit$

Farmers should have the air drill ready to plant their double cropped 
soybeans as soon as possible after harvesting wheat.

Eric D
ietrich photo

http://www.farms.com/PrecisionAgriculture
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Doing their part to protect soil and water 

The Huber family farm opera-
tion in Harrow, Essex County 
exemplifies that when it comes 

to using new technologies in the farm 
field, the size of your farm doesn’t 
matter.

Neal, his father, Don, and their 
wives Tracy and Trudy, respectively, 
farm 250 acres of corn, soybeans, 
wheat and seed corn across three 
family-owned farms – Neal and 
Tracy’s, Don and Trudy’s, and Neal’s 
grandmother’s – and also custom 

plant about 600 acres. In past years 
they have rented acres; last year they 
opted not to because of the high price 
of field rentals. 

In recent years, the family added 
data mapping as well as variable rate 
fertilization and grid soil sampling. 
They are among a handful of farmers 
across the province to try helicopter 
seeding to plant cover crops into 
soybean stands. Last year, they began 
using an air seeder to set fertilizer 
directly in the ground instead of 

surface applying and working it in 
afterwards. 

“I like technology but I wouldn’t be 
doing it on my own,” says Don. The 
combined efforts of two generations 
makes new approaches possible, he 
says.

The family harnesses community 
effort to implement many of the 
practices used on larger operations. 
For instance, the custom service they 
use to complete the harvest also 
collects yield data. The operation 

by MARY BAXTER

This Essex County family has made conservation a top priority in their farming 
operation. They adopt new technology to achieve their conservation goals.

Neal Huber and his father, Don, were the recipients of the 2015 Essex County conservation award. The 
award, issued by the Essex Region Conservation Authority and Essex Soil and Crop Improvement Association, 

recognized the farm family’s innovative approach to conservation.

NEAL & DON HUBER
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simply isn’t large enough to justify the expense of a 
combine, Don explains. But the family has justified the 
costs of their row planter by doing custom seeding.

They send data collected throughout the growing cycle 
to their local input supplier which uses the information to 
create fertilizer prescription maps. “(The supplier) takes 
care of making all our planning maps and then they 
upload it right to our field view cloud account and then it 
automatically syncs with the (tablet) and when it’s plugged 
into the planter monitor, away we go,” says Neal.

Neal Huber 

http://www.kioti.com/
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STIHLCanada 

www.stihl.ca

STIHL MOTOMIX
®

  
THE ULTIMATE  
PREMIXED FUEL!
GET YOURS HERE TODAY!
Feature prices are in effect until February 3, 2017 for all power tools at participating STIHL Dealers, while supplies last.
* Powerhead only.

35.2 cc / 1.7 kW / 4.3 kg (9.5 lb)*

30.1 cc / 1.3 kW / 4.3 kg (9.5 lb)*
50.2 cc / 3.0 kW / 4.95 kg (10.9 lb)*

45.6 cc / 2.2 kW / 4.9 kg (10.8 lb)*

70.7 cc / 4.2 kW / 6.6 kg (14.6 lb)*

MS 171 
Gas Chain Saw

$34995
MSRP $399.95

 

with 16" bar

$24995
MSRP $299.95

 

with 16" bar $62995
MSRP $759.95 
with 16" bar

$44995
MSRP $489.95

 

with 16" bar

$99995
MSRP $1,159.95 
with 16" bar

Wrap-Handle version also available for $1,029.95
STIHL Arctic™ version also available for $1,099.95

SAVE $50

SAVE $50

SAVE $40

SAVE $ 130

SAVE $ 160

STIHL Arctic™ version also available for $729.95
MS 211 
Gas Chain Saw

MS 251 
Gas Chain Saw

MS 261 C-M 
Gas Chain Saw

MS 441 C-M 
Gas Chain Saw

www.stihl.ca

Visit your local STIHL Dealer  
for more information!

Alliston • New Tec Recreation • 705-435-5206
Ancaster • Brother’s Equipment Rentals • 905-648-4489

Barrie • Richview Lawn Equipment • 705-722-8400
Belleville • Deerhaven Farm & Garden Ltd. • 613-962-5021

Belmont • Dale Equipment Centre • 519-644-0670
Brampton • Green Tractors • 905-846-2511

Brantford • Brant Tractor Co. • 519-449-2500
Brantford • Northgate Rent All • 519-759-8910

Brockville • 1000 Islands Sales & Rentals Ltd. • 613-345-2753
Campbellford • Wm. J. Thompson Farm Sup. Ltd • 705-653-3540

Chatham • Chatham Outdoor Power • 519-354-3990
Chesley - Bruce Service & Sales - 519-363-6345
Coldwater  • Coldwater Rental  • 705-686-9900
Dundalk • Highland Supply • 1-800-265-9154

Dundas - Marsh Brothers Tractors - 905-627-9281
Dundas • Windmill Power Equipment • 905-628-3055

Dunnville • Peter’s Engine & Rental Centre • 905-774-7615
Earlton • Green Tractors • 705-563-2134

Elmira • Martin’s Small Engines Ltd. • 519-669-2884
Erin • Ed Stewart’s Equipment Ltd. • 519-833-9616

Exeter • Becker Power & Leisure • 519-235-2757
Fergus • Universal Rental Services • 519-843-4570

Fonthill • Pic’s Motor Clinic • 905-892-3041
Fordwich • Boyd’s Farm Supply • 519-335-3539

Formosa • Lloyd Kuntz Sales & Service • 519-367-2913
Glencoe • Fulline Farm & Garden Equip. Ltd. • 519-287-2840

Goderich • Argyle Marine & Small Engine • 519-524-5361
Godfrey • L.D. PowerSports • 613-374-5604

Halton • Green Tractors • 905-878-2121
Ingersoll • Ingersoll Rent-All • 519-485-4231 

Kemptville • Kemptville Building Centre • 613-258-6000
Kitchener • Connect Equipment Corporation • 519-696-2568

Kingston • Green Tractors • 613-541-3912
Langton • Sinnaeve Equipment Centre • 519-875-4439
Leamington • Economy Rental Centre • 519-322-2319
London • Hyde Park Equipment Ltd. • 519-471-1400

Madoc • Madoc Farm Supply • 613-473-4227
Medina • Turf Care Products Canada • 519-349-2400

Metcalfe • Allan Johnston Repair & Sales • 613-821-4263
Milverton • Albrecht’s Chainsaw Service • 519-595-2579

Mitchell • Wighty’s Repairs Inc. • 519-348-0404
Mount Forest • Robert’s Farm Equipment • 519-323-2755

Neustadt • The Windmill • 519-799-5342
Nobleton • Green Tractors • 905-859-0581
Omemee • Green Tractors • 705-799-2427

Orangeville • Henry’s Lawn & Garden Equip. • 519-941-0980
Oshawa • Durham Kubota • 905-655-3291

Petrolia • Podolinsky Equipment Ltd. • 519-844-2360
Plantagenet • Dan R. • 613-673-5129

Port Perry • Green Tractors • 905-985-9701
Prescott • Beach Home Hardware • 613-925-4286

St. Catharines - St. Catharines New Holland - 905-688-5160
Stevensville • Lapp Cycle & Parts Ltd. • 905-382-2425
Stouffville • Hutchinson Farm Supply • 905-640-2692

Strathroy • Tadgell’s • 519-245-1103
SW Ontario • Premier Equipment • premierequipment.ca

Tillsonburg • Chesterman Farm Equipment • 519-842-5977
Tupperville - Lambton-Kent Farm - 519-627-3434

Wallenstein • E&F Sauder Sales • 519-669-2192
Waterdown • Weeks Hardware • 905-689-6618

It’s the second year the family has 
employed the mapping technology in 
this way, he says. The first year, 2015, 
“was a learning year for everyone and 
(the approach) is new in general.” In 
2016, “it worked really well.”

The family prioritizes conserva-
tion. When Don and Trudy bought 
their current farm in 1998, for 
instance, they added 10-feet grass 
buffer strips along the municipal 
drains on the property as well as a 
cedar hedge row. 

So they also use technical innova-
tion to achieve conservation goals, 
especially with their farms being so 
close to Lake Erie. (Don and Trudy’s 
100 acres is less than two kilometres 
from the lake.) 

Using the air seeder to apply 
fertilizer now allows full no-till on the 
farm’s sandy loam soils, Neal explains. 
Variable application rates mean the 
right amount of fertilizer in the right 
place and reduces the risk of nutrient 
loss. 

The family’s careful and thoughtful 
approach to conservation has been 
noticed. The Essex Region Conserva-
tion Authority and the Essex Soil & 
Crop Improvement Association 
awarded Neal and Don with the 
organizations’ annual conservation 
award in December 2015.

 
Describe your role on your farm operation? 
NEAL*: My role on the farm would 
be, I guess you would say starting to 
take over managing it. (Neal, 28, 
follows in the tradition of his father 
and grandfather by working off-farm 
full-time.) 
 
How many people does your farm employ? 
Just the four: my dad, myself, my wife 
and my mom.

 
Hours you work per week?  
Anywhere from 10 hours to 70 hours 
a week, depending on the season. 	
	 Winter (I’m) not as busy and then 
(in) spring and fall, busier.

 
How many emails do you receive per day?  
Three to five. 
 
Hours a day on a cell phone? 
Approximately an hour.

What about your smartphone?  
I have an iPhone.

 
Email or text? 
I prefer text over email.

 
Any favourite apps?  
Don’t really have one.

 
How about social media? 
I use Twitter more than any other 
social media. 

There’s a lot on Twitter now. 
Different articles – not just what 
people are posting but news articles 
that are shared.  
 
Hours a day on the Internet?  
That’s a toughie, because Twitter I 
don’t use on my computer, I just use 
it on my phone, so that would fall 
under the hour I’m on my phone. So, 
I would say less than an hour on the 
Internet a day. A half hour.   

 
How often do you travel?  
Once a year, one big trip.  
 
Where did you last travel to?  
In July I went to Paris and Portugal 
with Tracy. That was good. We were 
there for just under two weeks.

 
Number of hours in the office each day?  
I’m lucky because Tracy takes care of 
all the bookwork. 

So I would say, I couldn’t even put 
an hour, just minimum amount of 
time. In the springtime it’s never. She 
takes care of writing the cheques and 
recording everything.

 
What do you like best about farming? 
Seeing a good crop, a clean field. 
Seeing that the efforts have paid off. 

 
What do you like least? 
A bad-yielding crop. A dirty field. 
 
What is the single most important lesson 
you’ve learned?   
(Maintain) respect for everybody in 
the industry. There’s no point in 
getting angry with people as getting 
along with everybody goes further 
than anything. 

I guess that ties into the next 
question as well, management 
philosophy.
 

http://www.stihl.ca/
http://premierequipment.ca/
http://www.stihl.ca/
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What’s your management philosophy?   
There’s always give and take.

What’s your top tip or observation about 
farm succession?  
Don’t be afraid to talk about it.
 
Are you involved in any committees, 
boards, associations, or volunteer 
efforts?  
I’m a director for the Essex Soil & 
Crop Improvement Association. As 

well, I’m (on the) board of direc-
tors for AGRIS Co-operative Ltd.
 
What are your hobbies or recreational 
activities?  
Hunting and hockey.
 
What was the last book you read?  
American Sniper by Chris Kyle. He 
was a Navy SEAL. 
	 He was actually killed on the firing 
range (about a year after the book was 

released). 
	 I read the book before the movie 
came out. It was a good movie.

 
What’s your most important goal?  
To be successful and respected in the 
community.  
 
How do you define success?  
Being respected in the community 
and by the peers in the farming 
community.

 
Is your farm vehicle messy or neat?  
For the most part my vehicle is neat.

 
What are three items in your farm vehicle? 
Phone charger, pad of paper and a 
pen (for) if I need to write something 
down, talk to somebody, (record a) 
phone number, (or) anything. 

I find (writing notes) easier (than 
using my smartphone). Especially if 
you’ve got to pass (the note) or leave 
it. Like give a note to Dad or some-
thing. 

I find it easier just to do that 
instead of going into the note part on 
the phone.

 
What are three items that are on top of 
your desk?  
Laptop, probably a couple of bills that 
need to be paid and there’s a printer, 
there’s pens, paper.

 
What was the last piece of equipment you 
bought for your shop? 
Cordless drill/impact driver and 
grinder.  
 
What’s the best time of day?  
At the end of the day. You can see 
everything that you’ve accomplished 
for the day.

 
What was your most memorable crop/
production year? 
The fall of 2015. My wife and I bought 
a farm the spring of 2015 and then we 
harvested our first crop in the fall. BF

*All questions are responses from Neal 
Huber. 
 
This interview has been edited and 
condensed. 
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www.echo.ca

 Available at these participating ECHO Dealers: 

REV-IT-UP REV-IT-UP  
ECHO Chain Saws
Power + Performance

      

CS310-14   30.5 cc

CS361P-16

              35.8 cc

CS450P-16

                                               45.0 cc

CS400-16 

                                             40.2 cc

CS355T-14                                       35.8 cc

  CS370-16 

                   36.3 cc

CS370F-16 

                   36.3 cc

Walton   .  .  .  .  . McGavin Farm Equipment Ltd  .  .  . 519-887-6365
Stirling   .  .  .  .  . McIntosh Motors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 613-395-3757
Limoges  .  .  .  .  . Michel Blais Sales & Service .  .  .  . 613-443-1230
Wiarton  .  .  .  .  . Pinkerton’s Small Equipment  .  .  .  . 519-534-0450   
Alliston   .  .  .  .  . Rentshop Inc .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 705-435-3844   
Listowel  .  .  .  .  . Riverside Power Equipment  .  .  .  .  . 519-418-3126   
Chesley  .  .  .  .  . Robert’s Farm Equipment  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-363-3192   
Lucknow  .  .  .  .  . Robert’s Farm Equipment  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-529-7995
Orleans  .  .  .  .  . Robertson Rent-All Inc   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 613-834-1077
Blenheim  .  .  .  . Southwest Small Engine Sales   .  . 519-676-8938
St . Marys  .  .  .  . St . Marys Rentals Inc .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-284-4544
Warsaw  .  .  .  .  . T .G . Quirk Holdings Ltd .   .  .  .  .  .  . 705-652-8758
Orangeville   .  . Universal Rental Services  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-941-1571
Elmira  .  .  .  .  .  . Woolwich Rentals and Sales  .  .  .  . 519-669-0524
Millbank   .  .  .  . Zehr’s Sales & Manufacturing  .  .  . 519-595-7579   

Essex  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advantage Farm Equipment  .  .  .  . 519-723-2858
London   .  .  .  .  . Advantage Farm Equipment  .  .  .  . 519-652-1552
Wyoming  .  .  .  . Advantage Farm Equipment  .  .  .  . 519-845-3346
Grassie  .  .  .  .  . Ag & Turf Power  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 905-945-4848
Orillia   .  .  .  .  .  . Allan Byers Equipment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 705-325-2746
Ancaster   .  .  .  . Antler’s Equipment .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-753-6433
New Dundee   . Coleman Equipment Ltd   .  .  .  .  .  . 519-696-2213
Rockwood   .  .  . Connect Equipment Corp  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-856-9512
Belmont   .  .  .  . Dale’s Equipment .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-644-0670
Gananoque   .  . Dan R Equipment .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 613-381-5500
Winchester   .  . Dan R Equipment .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 613-673-5830 
Meaford   .  .  .  . Earth Power Tractors & Equip  .  .  . 519-538-1660
Stayner   .  .  .  .  . Earth Power Tractors & Equip .   .  . 705-428-3132
Ingersoll  .  .  .  .  . Ken’s Small Engine Repairs   .  .  .  . 519-425-4466
Komoka  .  .  .  .  . Komoka Machine Ltd  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-657-2113
Maxwell .  .  .  .  . Maxwell Farm Service  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 519-922-2108

http://betterfarming.com/
http://www.echo.ca/
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BET TERBUSINESS

Last year, some farmers faced a 
challenging growing season 
because of the drought. In such 

conditions, marketing considerations 
take on particular importance in 
helping to maximize profits. With a 
bountiful American 2016 harvest and 
varying export demands in the 
international marketplace, Better 
Farming asked two commodity 
experts what they think 2017 will 
bring for the markets.  

Speculations for 2017 
international markets and 
demand
Strength of market demand is crucial 
for farmers when selling their grain. 

Cash crop commodity stocks from 
2016 are up from the previous year. 
This move means export demand 

strength will be the main influencer 
of pricing, said Jean-Philippe Ger-
vais, chief agricultural economist for 
Farm Credit Canada. “Demand is 
strong and looks to remain strong for 
the foreseeable future.

“While lots of questions exist 
about the actual size of their invento-
ries, demand from China is projected 
to be strong from consumers and 
buyers, especially as the hog herd 
may be rebuilding,” said Gervais. 

This export demand should 
continue to remain strong, said 
Abhinesh Gopal, commodity analyst 
for Farms.com Risk Management. 
(Better Farming is also part of the 
Farms.com group of companies.) 
“Many countries faced weather 
concerns because of El Nino. This 
resulted in production issues around 
the world,” said Gopal. These weather 
problems helped boost the United 
States export program in 2016, 
especially for corn and soybeans. 

Feed should continue to be in high 
demand for 2017. The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
expects an increase in both livestock 
and meat production. This will be 
supportive for feed prices, Gopal 
suggested. 

In regard to new Canadian export 
markets, “any new markets are great,” 
said Gopal. Trade deals such as the 
Canadian-European Union Compre-

hensive Economic and Trade Agree-
ment support demand. 

Market signals for the beginning 
of the year
Although there are many market 
factors that cannot be predicted, 
there are some signals that hint at 
what the year may bring. 

Western Canada faced less than 
desirable weather for part of the 2016 
growing season. The Prairies’ chal-
lenging harvest resulted in low- 
quality grain, thus limiting crop 
marketing opportunities for some 
farmers, according to Gervais. 

Because of these harvesting 
challenges, elevators, producers, and 
processors had to dry and blend 
grain. “For crops like durum or 

We are pleased to introduce Better 
Business as a new monthly 
department to explore topics which 
influence the bottom line of farm 
operations. In each new edition 
we’ll connect with industry experts 
to provide readers with insight and 
advice on business management, 
marketing, and accounting.

Start the year off on the right foot
A new year offers a new variety of challenges and opportunities for commercial agriculture. 
Commodity experts offer advice for marketing in 2017. 
by JENNIFER JACKSON

Jean-Philippe Gervais 
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pulses, quality issues are important,” 
said Gervais. 

South of the border however, farm-
ers harvested record crop yields. 

These large 2016 American corn 
and soybean yields may keep grain 
prices right where they are for the 
time being, said Gopal. Although 
there is record international export 
demand, this bullish tone has been 
offset by the large crop of corn and 
soybeans. Therefore, low grain prices 

should start off the year. 
 “The (American) soybean crop 

also has strong implications for the 
canola market which is showing some 
strength already for the 2017 crop, 

given the strength of demand,” said 
Gervais. 

Farther from home, the South 
American weather and crop size 
could also greatly affect the oilseeds 
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market. “The size of the South 
American crop is the second import-
ant driver that could move markets in 
2017,” said Gervais. (The first driver is 
global demand, he said.)

Due to strength of soybean prices 
relative to corn for the 2016 crop, 
there have been speculations of 
increased soybean acres and decreased 
corn acres for the 2017 season. 
However, “never count corn out” of 
your production plans, said Gervais. 

Number one tip for grain 
marketing this year
With varying factors weighing in on the 
2017 marketing year, Gopal and Gervais 
provide some final tips for navigating 
the commodity markets. 

Gopal said farmers should avoid 
“panic selling” at low prices. “Each 
marketing year, various factors will 
impact the market and increase market 
volatility, such as politics, monetary 
policies (central interest rate moves, 
taxation, etc.), USDA releases, and 
unforeseen weather variations. The best 
plan (may) be to let these factors play 

out and give grain markets a chance to 
react and bounce up to marketable 
levels.”

However, Gopal reminded farmers 
to be cautious with market moves, and 
set aside time from their busy sched-
ules to formulate marketing decisions 
for the next growing season. 

Gervais also suggested the need for 
a strong marketing plan. “As profit 

margins of crop producers get tighter, 
farm management becomes extremely 
important – and that includes market-
ing skills. 

“Grain marketing must be seen as 
an integral part of business operations 
and risk management,” he said. 

“Volatility could pick up later in 
2017 and commitment to marketing 
plans will be tested out.” BF

BET TERBUSINESS
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We are at a point where 
predicting future weather 
from past activities may 

not offer us much insight into what is 
in store for agriculture. As Eric J. 
McNulty, the director of research at 
the National Preparedness Leadership 
Initiative, says, it is a VUCA world – 
volatile, uncertain, complex and 
ambiguous. 

In Ontario, various stakeholder 
groups are working on a number of 
initiatives to try to address some of 
this uncertainty. For example, there is 
OMAFRA’s Soil Health Working 
Group, the Soil Health Interpretive 
Centre at the University of Guelph, 
the Great Lakes Agricultural Steward-
ship Initiative managed by the 
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement 
Association, and Fertilizer Canada’s 
4R Nutrient Stewardship. The
Ontario Agri Business Association 
has a memorandum of cooperation 
with Fertilizer Canada and OMAFRA 
to adopt 4R Stewardship principles in 

reducing phosphorus loss. There’s 
also the OFA and Great Lakes and St. 
Lawrence Cities Initiative, Grow 
Ontario Together (the stakeholder 
group of agricultural industry 
producer associations), initiatives 
from Farm and Food Care Ontario, 
and initiatives from various conserva-
tion authorities. In 2016, the Certified 
Crop Advisors (CCA) of Ontario 
adopted the 4R Nutrient Manage-
ment Specialist Designation for 
practicing CCAs.  

I think the common theme that 
ties the various stakeholders together 
is a collective concern for sustainabil-
ity. In particular, sustainability 
involves the triple bottom line of 
economic, environmental and social 
pillars that guide, or should guide, 
actions in the agricultural industry. 
We need all three pillars to be 
recognized in all future endeavours, 
regardless of the initiatives’ affilia-
tions.  

I had the good fortune to attend 

the American Society of Agronomy 
(ASA) annual general meeting in 
Phoenix in November, where I 
officially received my International 
CCA of the Year award. But, most 
importantly, the meeting is the 
annual gathering of over 4,000 ASA 
members. This group is comprised of 
university and private researchers 
who presented the latest research on 
hundreds of topics in concurrent 
sessions over four days, not to 
mention several hundreds of poster 
sessions. The theme for the conven-
tion was “Resilience Emerging from 
Scarcity and Abundance.” 

Sandra Postel of the Global Water 
Policy Project, which is headquar-
tered in Boston, Massachusetts, gave 
the keynote address. She delivered a 
rather sobering view of the present 
water supply and gave glimpses into 
what could be done in the future to 
address the situation. Only 3.25 per 
cent of the world’s water is fresh water 
and only 1 per cent of the total supply 

CROPS: YIELDMAT TER$

Let’s focus our actions on protecting water 
There is a lot of discussion about soil health and climate change. Underlying these concerns, however, 
is the need to conserve and effectively use water.
by DALE COWAN

Sustainability involves the triple bottom line of economic, environmental and social pillars that
guide, or should guide, actions in the agricultural industry.
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is available for human consumption, 
Postel said.  

Regardless of all the good initia-
tives in Ontario, at the end of the day, 
the focus has to be on water. As 
individuals, we will most likely 
experience climate change effects 
through the hydrological (or water) 
cycle. We have already experienced 
periods of intense dryness, if not 
drought, followed by periods of 
excessive rainfall. 

Looking at past weather records 
may hold little useful knowledge for 
predicting the future rapid changes. 
We have little idea of when, how long, 
and how frequently extreme events 
may occur, but they will potentially 
impact everything we do. Change is 

all around us. 
For example, for the first time I can 

remember, we accumulated over 
4,000 Corn Heat Units (CHU) in 
Essex County last year. Will this high 
accumulation occur again? Should we 
extend our maturity selections on 
corn and soybeans? Can we grow 
4,000 heat unit corn instead of 3,500? 
If we can make this switch, what else 
do we have to adjust in our crop 
management?  

While in Phoenix, I had the 
opportunity to take a tour of the 
desert research farm at the Maricopa 
Agricultural Center. When you get off 
the bus you are immediately struck by 
how stark and dry the area really is. 
But, the more you look, the beauty of 
the place does emerge – it is just 
different than what we are used to in 
Ontario. Very quickly, you appreciate 
how the farmers and residents in the 
region have adapted to the scarcity of 
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water. In most winter months, the 
area receives less than 0.7 of an inch 
of rain and the summer months 
rarely exceed 0.3 inches of rainfall. 
Farmers grow vegetables, forages, 
wheat, sorghum and corn under 
irrigation.

Smart irrigation is used; residents 
apply water in the right amounts at 
the right time. Any leaks in the 
irrigation system are fixed immedi-
ately. Residents consider water to be 
liquid gold. The landscaping is void 
of grass; lawns are irrigated properly 
or artificial. Residents make every 
effort to maximize the efficient use of 
water. 

Contrast this picture to Ontario, 
where you see certain businesses with 
irrigation on timers running while it’s 
raining and the water is running 
down the sidewalk into the gutter. We 
waste so much water! 

We can learn a great deal about 
managing water from areas that have 
water challenges.    

Climate change is complicated 

because it may well offer either 
scarcity or abundance of rainfall at 
any time. What can we do to stretch 
the water supply when it’s dry? How 
can we handle the water when too 
much arrives from intense events? 

These situations are cases when 
soil health initiatives, best manage-
ment practices and the resulting 
resiliency come in with all of their 
component parts. The collective and 
compounding benefits of crop 
rotation, reduced tillage, residue 
management, tile systems, cover 
crops, compost, manures, balanced 
fertility, and the right seed genetics 
are all important ingredients in 
offering a solution to extreme weath-
er events. It will take a multitude of 
options to improve soil structure, 
optimize water holding capacity, 
maximize infiltration rates, and 
reduce runoff. 

If we can increase soil organic 
matter by 1 per cent, soil will hold 
another inch of water per acre. As a 
matter of fact, if all agricultural soils 
worldwide could hold another inch of 
water, we could hold 100 trillion 
gallons of water for crop production. 
That is eight times the amount of water 
in every lake and river worldwide. 

We will never keep all the water 
that falls on our farmland, nor should 
we. There is a hydrological cycle at 
work to recharge natural systems. 
However, we can influence the 
amount of water that does leave and 
we can control what’s in it. We have a 

lot of technology we can use for this 
purpose and the science is emerging 
to help us understand how to do a 
better job. Perhaps we need a new 
measurement for success. Something 
like “more crop per drop” or econom-
ic incentives that require more 
productivity per litre of water extract-
ed by various industries. 

I know it is not an “either or” 
scenario when it comes to protecting 
water. We all need to find a way for 
industry, agriculture, public and 
recreational users of water to harmo-
nize and work together.  

Eric McNulty says in a VUCA 
world you need VUCA management. 
We need to have a vision, seek 
understanding, look for clarity, and 
be agile. Each field on a farm, every 
factory, and every municipality will 
have its own unique characteristics 
and will need a unique solution. 
Therefore, no single unified solution 
will ever work to protect water. The 
solutions will be as much about 
societal behaviour and attitudes as 
they will be about science. We need 
everyone working on a VUCA 
approach. 

Our bodies are made up of 90 per 
cent water. We need to spend more 
than 2 per cent of our time talking 
about it. BF

Dale Cowan, CCA-ON, 4R NMS, is a 
senior agronomist with AGRIS Co-op-
erative Ltd. and Wanstead Farmers 
Co-operative Ltd. 

Want to share your  
views on an article or 
another hot-button 
farming issue? Send 

letters to the editor to 
Andrea at:

letters@betterfarming.com

If we can increase soil organic matter by 1 per cent,  
soil will hold another inch of water per acre.
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Each winter it is nice to reflect 
on some of the things you 
learned from the previous 

season. There were a lot of lessons 
from 2016. Some were new and some 
were reminders. I asked a number of 
Certified Crop Advisers (CCA) and 
farmers what they learned in 2016 
and have summarized some of their 
main points below. 

The first lesson is how sunlight 
affects yields. During the wheat head 
filling period there was approximately 
20 per cent more hours of sunlight 
than average. This unexpected energy 
surge resulted in very high wheat 
yields. If you changed one thing last 
year and had higher than normal 
yields, the increase may not have 
anything to do with what you 
changed but rather with the weather. 

A similar phenomenon occurred 
with corn and soybean yields. This 
fall, some growers said they could not 
believe the yields. This increase 
happened because of the extra 
sunlight. During the grain fill period 
in August, we received again about 20 
per cent more sunlight than normal. 

The sunlight factor trumps things 
like kernel count and, as CCA Russ 
Barker of St Marys says, makes kernel 
tip fill insignificant. Yield is deter-
mined by kernel number but also by 
kernel size and weight. This year with 
extra sunlight we had bigger, denser 
and heavier kernels. There were 

places where corn was over 64 
pounds per bushel compared to the 
normal 56 pounds per bushel.

Second, we were reminded that 
you should never give up on a crop 
unless there is absolutely nothing 
there. 

I spoke with one grower in Sep-
tember who was wondering about 
using a harvest aid to help get the 
beans off and achieve a higher yield. 
He said, “Oh well, I will probably be 
in an insurance claim so won’t 
bother.” After more discussion he 
decided to use the harvest aid. He 
ended up with an average yield of 
over 50 bushels per acre. And he had 
no crop insurance claim.

Third, we relearned that red clover 
pays. I have one customer who 

reluctantly spread red clover into his 
wheat last spring. When we met to 
review his crops he said, “Well, that 
was a waste of money.” He insured the 
crop. 

Late in the fall, I asked him if he 
received his claim cheque. He had. 
When we looked at the cheque and 
subtracted costs for seed and applica-
tion he netted $2,100 on his red 
clover plough-down crop. (He would 
have made more if the clover had 
lived.) Oh yes – he will be spreading 
red clover in the spring.

Fourth, I am not sure we learned 
too much definitively about tillage in 
2016. Some growers who worked the 
ground had higher soybean yields 
than where they practiced no-till. 
Other growers saw no difference. But, 

Lessons from the 2016 crop year
As you are planning for the next growing season, consider some of these key lessons from last year. 
Keep in mind, though, that 2016 certainly wasn’t a typical production year.
by PATRICK LYNCH 

Month 2015 2016 Percentage difference 2016 versus 2015
May 2,007 2,271 +13.2
June 1,975 2,421 +22.6

July 2,243 2,323 + 3.6
August 1,765 2,124 +20.3

Solar panel output in kWh May to August 2016

Source: Jonathan Zettler, CCA and Cargill agronomist at Harriston 

If weeds emerge and you wait to see if they will die – they won’t.
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looking at tillage practices in more 
depth, there were reasons for the 
results. These reasons will be dis-
cussed in a future article.

Fifth, we relearned lessons about 
weed control. If you spray early with 
the right product and get rain in the 
correct timeframe, the weed control 
works. If weeds emerge and you wait 
to see if the weeds will die, they won’t. 
And if the big weeds get too big they 
will be very hard to kill.

Some growers experienced first-
hand the dreaded glyphosate-resistant 
fleabane. I think more growers will 
plan programs to control this weed in 
all crops in the coming growing 
season.

Sixth, we witnessed the benefits of 
crop rotation in 2016. Second year 
corn on heavier soils did not yield as 
well as rotated corn. Overall, crops 
grown under a good rotation yielded 
better than monoculture crops. These 
rotated crops proved more successful 
at surviving the dry weather. There 

were, however, some exceptions. For 
example, continuous corn on silt 
loam soil typically yielded quite well.

Seventh, if you planted into tough 
soils in 2016, you paid a yield price. 
Sometimes you can get away with 

planting in these conditions if there is 
a lot of rain after planting and 
emergence. But when the rain did not 
come last year, seed that was planted 
into tough soil did not grow very 
well.

Patrick Lynch is an independent CCA-ON. He has won a number of awards for his 
service in the industry, including the Certifi ed Crop Advisers (ON) Award of Excellence 
in 2013 and the OAC Outstanding Service Award in 1999. Patrick has written for Better 
Farming since its inception. 

Dale Cowan, CCA-ON, 4R NMS, won the International Certifi ed Crop Adviser’s Adviser 
of the Year Award in 2016. He has advised growers on cash and horticultural crops for 
over 35 years. His areas of specialization include sustainable agronomy and precision 
agriculture.

Andrea Gal is active in her family cash crop operation. She has worked with fi eld crop 
research trials, focusing on responsible nutrient management. Andrea combines 
this hands-on knowledge of crops with a passion for writing, developed through the 
completion of her PhD in ag history.

Meet Your Farm’s Own Crop Advisory Team

Our Pledge to Ontario Agriculture: The World’s Best 
Farmers Deserve the Hardest-Working Farm Magazine

Better Farming’s service to production agriculture is an every-day commitment. We’ve 
brought YIELD BOOSTING advice and insight to Ontario’s farmers since 1999, and our 
content team is now stronger than ever.

We witnessed the benefits of crop rotation in 2016.

http://www.betterfarming.com/


Better Farming January 2017 Ate Today? Thank a Farmer.                     49

CROPS: THELYNCHFILE

Eighth, wheat, corn and soybeans had a positive 
response to fungicides more times than not. With a hot, 
dry summer you would expect less response to fungicides. 
I am starting to believe the plant health claims that 
manufacturers talk about is real. In greenhouse studies in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, some fungicides show better 
moisture utilization. I believe this utilization occurred in 
the field in 2016.

Ninth, what did we learn about western bean cutworm? 
I don’t know. The early flights indicated higher than 
normal numbers. Hot, dry weather is conducive to insect 
buildup, which meant we should have seen a lot of egg 
masses. But early scouting showed low levels of western 
bean cutworm egg masses. No one predicted in-season 
how devastating western bean cutworm would be. 

Scouting did not seem to help. Fields that seemed to 
have very few insects during scouting still had damage 
and worse – these fields had high vomitoxin levels at 
harvest. And there is no new genetic control for this 
insect. Hybrids with the Cry1F Bt protein gene did not 
control western bean cutworm. The Viptera gene gives 
good control of this insect but that gene is not in current 
hybrids.

In 2017, I am sure more growers will spray for western 
bean cutworm in the traditionally susceptible areas.

Tenth, there were some lessons to be learned on 
nitrogen rates and timing. Mainly that you do not learn 
anything from one year’s worth of plots. But this does not 
mean you should give up. In many cases, the strategy that 
growers had going into the year would work in a normal 
year. But 2016 was not a normal year.

And this is the summary lesson: 2016 was not a normal 
year. Take the lessons from 2016 and blend them with 
lessons from other years as you make plans for 2017. BF

Consulting agronomist Patrick Lynch, CCA-ON, formerly 
worked with OMAFRA and Cargill.

Seeding red clover pays.

SOY
 MUCH MORE
CORNVENIENT.
Up to 70% more coverage per case.

Kick some grass with Focus – the easiest, 
most effi cient pre-seed/pre-emergent residual 
grass control for corn and soybeans. With 
effortless handling and application, it’s grass 
control that’ll make you grin from ear to ear.

Soy Much More Cornvenient
Better Farming
1/2 page vertical (4” x 10.875”)

GROUP
14 |15

CORN    |    SOYBEANS    |    FMCcrop.ca

TM

Always read and follow label directions. FMC and Focus are 
trademarks of FMC Corporation. © 2017 FMC Corporation. 

All rights reserved. 

PRE -EMERGENT
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http://fmccrop.ca/


50	 The Business of Ontario Agriculture 	 Better Farming January 2017

HOWIT WORKS

Farm owner/operators have 
strived to be self-sufficient in 
many facets of the rural lifestyle. 

They produced their own meat, milk, 
and eggs. 

As a young farm boy, I remember 
milking cows and gathering eggs. I 
fed cows, pigs, chickens, and yes – 
even the horses. Fortunately or 
unfortunately, those days are long 
gone.

When hydro came to the farm, at a 
very reasonable cost, it made many 
tasks easier. 

Unfortunately, the cost of electrical 
energy has now increased to unrealis-
tic levels. We are charged not only for 
the electrical energy we use, but the 
rate varies by time of day. We are also 
charged for delivery.
 
Fast forward to present 
My Hydro One billing is classified as 
“residential-low density.” This classifi-
cation, which applies to most Ontario 
farms, means we are subjected to the 
highest level of delivery charges, 
which also includes a charge for line 
losses on our monthly electrical 
consumption. In other words, that 
charge is for the electrical energy that 
is lost between the point of genera-
tion and our “remote” farm location.

All electrical conductors have 
some resistance to current flow. If you 
remember your high school physics 
classes, you will know that: power (P) 
in watts is created by current flow (I) 
in amperes across a voltage difference 
(V). The formula is P = V x I.

In addition: one ampere (I) 
flowing across a resistance of one 
ohm (R) will produce or require a 
voltage (V) of one volt. This is usually 
written as V = I x R.

This information should explain 
why electrical energy is transmitted 
at a very high voltage to minimize 
transmission line losses by keeping 
the current value (I) as low as 

practical. 
Electrical power is generated at a 

relatively low voltage. Transformers 
are used to increase the voltage to 
300,000 – 500,000 V for transmission 
along the tower lines. 

At transformer stations that 
voltage is reduced to 27.6 kV. (A kV is 
1,000 volts.) The voltage is further 
reduced at a local distribution station 
within a few kilometers of your farm 
and is then reduced again by the 
transformer at the farm to 120/240 

volts.
Power losses do occur between the 

generation facilities and our points of 
use on the farm. In the August 
edition of Better Farming, I talked 
about efficient use of electrical energy 
as well as shifting usage to off-peak 
periods whenever possible and 
practical.

The hydro bill that I have in front 
of me for Sept. 14 to Oct. 14 shows 
that we averaged 35 kWh per day, 
with 25 kWh being off-peak. 

Time-of-use metering by smart meters like this one has put many 
meter readers out of a job. But do these smart meters report  

potential line problems – such as floating insulators  
– and maintain customer contact?

Farmers always striving for self-sufficiency
Rural Ontarians are concerned about the mounting price of hydro and associated delivery charges. 
Consider some of the alternative sources of energy you may be able to use in your operation.  
by RALPH WINFIELD



Better Farming January 2017 The Business of Ontario Agriculture                     51

HOWIT WORKS

But guess what? My delivery 
charge of $114.13 exceeded my total 
usage charge of $112.85! Does this 
make sense? Not to me.

I know that the delivery charge 
includes the line loss charge. (The 
latter charge used to be shown 
separately on our bills.)  To add 
insult, we also have to pay the 
“regulatory charges” that presum-
ably cover the cost of billing.

Then, let us not forget the HST 
(harmonized sales tax) of 13 per 
cent that has been added to the total 
hydro bill. Many of us farmers have 
been able to recover a portion of 
that cost. 

Other users have not been as 
fortunate. But there is good news 
for them. As of Jan. 1, the HST on 
electrical bills is reduced by 8 per 
cent. This is great news – especially 
for low-income seniors.

 
What is in the future? 
On Aug. 30, I attended an open 
meeting organized by Jeff Yurek, the 
MPP for Elgin-Middlesex-London. 

He arranged to have the new Hydro 
One Ombudsman, Fiona Crean, with 
him to hear concerns from local 
residents and to answer their ques-
tions. About 200 people attended the 
meeting and the questions/comments 
were many and serious.

Two issues stood out. First, many 
seniors who are on fixed incomes 
stated very clearly that they cannot 
afford to pay their Hydro One bill and 
still put food on their tables. 

Secondly, there is an issue with 
erroneous billing. Many commercial 
operators talked about ridiculous bills 
due to meter reading errors. These 
operators also talked about closing 
down businesses and/or moving to 
Manitoba or Quebec where hydro 
costs are much lower.

The provincial government 
announced that it is going to buy 
clean “hydro electricity” from 
Quebec. For some of you younger 
readers the term “hydro” is synony-
mous with electricity generated from 
water falling to produce electrical 
power using turbines like the ones at 

Making the most of your 
OFA membership
Better Farming is your trusted source for insight, analysis, 

and investigative reporting on Ontario agriculture.

RATES AT A GLANCE

One-year
subscription for

non-OFA members

$41

Your OFA member
subscription
cost per year

$0

A typical farm single  
phase transformer.

http://www.ofa.on.ca/
http://www.betterfarming.com/
http://www.betterfarming.com/
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Niagara Falls. This is often referred to 
as “clean” power.

 
Where are we going?
There is no doubt in my mind that 
more and more rural customers will 
be looking at ways to go “off-the-
grid.”

In early 1986, I completed a 
research report for a joint contract 
supported by the Agricultural Energy 
Centre of OMAFRA and the Ontario 
Ministry of Energy, in cooperation 
with the Engineering and Statistical 
Research Institute, Research Branch, 
Agriculture Canada. The report was 
titled “Biogas Production Facilities on 
Farms.” We covered all existing 
digestion systems in Canada and the 
northeastern United States.

At that time electricity generated 
by biogas systems was not viable 
because utilities like Ontario Hydro 
would only pay a very nominal 
amount for supplied electricity. 
Storing biogas on the farm for 
on-demand use was not reliable or 
safe. 

Only a few biogas-generating units 
are in operation in Ontario today. 

In Germany, many “free-standing” 
biogas-generating systems are 
operating very effectively. These 
German systems are using significant 
additions, including chopped corn 
plants and other plant byproducts 
such as oat hulls, to the animal waste 
that was/has been the primary biogas 
input in Ontario.

Where relatively cheap natural gas 
is available in Ontario, along with a 
consistently high electrical demand, 
on-site electrical power generation 
can and will become a primary 
source of electrical/heat input. Grain 
drying systems, ethanol production, 
large greenhouse operations, and 
large dairy operations are all poten-
tial users of on-site generation. 

Unfortunately, specialized knowl-
edge and dedication was, and will be, 
required to operate anaerobic 
digester systems. For example, an 
antibiotic used to treat animals can 
kill the desired microbes in the 
digester, just as some soaps or other 
additives like milk can shut down a 
septic system. 

Gas-fired systems are simpler and 
will become more common as long as 
the electrical demand is high and 
consistent.

 
In conclusion
Many smaller commercial users of 
electrical energy in Ontario will 
continue to shut down their opera-
tions due to high electrical and 
labour costs.

I believe the green energy pro-
gram is not and will not fill the need 
for reasonably priced electrical 
power in Ontario on a 24-hour/365 
day basis.

We as small rural users of electri-
cal energy are in a no-win situation. 
We cannot afford to buy high-priced 
electrical energy with the unreason-
able distribution component. 

But going off the grid and gener-
ating one’s own electrical power is 
just not a practical solution for most 
farmers.

I must come clean at this point. 

From 1969 to 1974, I worked for 
Ontario Hydro in Toronto as a farm 
sales officer, also known as an 
agricultural applications engineer. 
During that time we promoted the 
effective and efficient use of electri-
cal energy on all Ontario farms. 

Why? Because there was a need to 
increase the flow of electrical energy 
into those low-density areas in order 
to keep the price per kWh down. 
How ironic! As I stated in my August 
article, the peak system demand was 
always on the Monday preceding 
Christmas day.

The tremendous increase in load, 
primarily by air conditioners, has 
moved that peak system demand 
into the hot summer days. 

I ask: should we in the rural area 
supplying food be penalized for 
using electrical energy efficiently for 
the benefit of all Ontarians? BF 
 
Ralph Winfield is a retired professional 
engineer, farmer and technical writer.

A local hydro distribution station reduces the voltage down from 
27.6 kV to distribution voltage. 

http://betterfarming.com/
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Before you begin to check over 
any mechanical front-wheel 
drive (MFWD) tractor, make 

sure you have something handy on 
which to record your findings. These 
notes will make it easier for you to 
remember any problems or issues and 
give you a better picture of your 
equipment’s condition. 

Start by visually breaking down the 
MFWD tractor in sections and 
inspect each section of the machine. 
Some examples of sections include: 
front axle, engine, transmission, 
hydraulics, hitch mechanism/drawbar 
and cab. And there might be more 
sections, depending on how your 
machine is equipped. 

My recommendation is to have 

your grease gun handy. That way, you 
proceed at a slower pace and get a 
good chance to look around while 
greasing the machine.

On a front axle, look at the axle 
pivot bushings. These bushings are 
crucial to keep the axle in place and 
need to be greased regularly. 

Lift the front of the tractor until 
the axle no longer carries the weight 
of the machine. That positioning 
allows for a good check on play in 
the axle pivot and provides you with 
a good opportunity to grease as 
well. You can look at wheel bearings 
and kingpin bearings at the same 
time. When the weight is off of the 
wheels they are easy to turn, so you 
can check or change the oil in the 

drive hubs.
On the engine, check fan drive, 

look for play, and see if the viscous 
fan is functioning properly. Inspect 
the fan belts for wear. 

Also examine the alternator and 
starter motor wiring. Check the 
cooling package for cleanliness and 
leaks, as well as all coolant hoses for 
wear. Examine the water pump weep 
hole – look for signs of oil or coolant 
leaks in this hole. 

Inspect all fuel lines, filters and 
pumps. Most fuel filters have either a 
drain valve or a clear bowl to spot 
water in the system. Drain any water 
and, if a large amount is present, 
change your filters and drain water 
out of the fuel tank as well. 

Pull the dipstick out of the engine. 
Do you see any odd discolouring of 
the oil (grey or brown), any conden-
sation etc.? 

Is the intake and exhaust system 
free of any leaks or cracked hoses? 
Are the air filters and housing clean? 
A good way to inspect an air filter is 
by holding a light on the inside of the 
filter and trying to look through it. 
Can you see dirt or weathered filter 
material? 

Make sure the inner safety filter is 
clean. If this filter is not clean, 
something is wrong with your main 
filter or the sealing of the filter 
housing.

On your transmission, examine at 
the filler cap and dipstick. See if the 
oil has any discolouration or odd 
smells, or if there are signs of conden-
sation on the transmission. 

If they are present on your specific 
tractor, check cooler lines and shift 
linkages. Or, in solenoid-controlled 
units, make sure all wiring is in place 
and none was damaged during the 
season. 

Also inspect the drive shaft 
between the engine and transmission 
if your unit has an external drive 

Checking over your MFWD tractor 
The winter months are a perfect time to complete maintenance on your equipment. Consider these 
practical tips when inspecting your tractor. 
by JAAP KROONDIJK 

Look for leaks in the rear axle seal and wheel bearing area.  
Make sure, too, that there is no play in the axle. 

http://betterfarming.com/
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shaft. If you still have a dry clutch, check it for free play 
and adjustment. Have a look in the access covering. Do 
you see any signs of leakage or lots of clutch dust? 

Examine the drive shaft going to the front axle. In most 
cases, some shielding will need to be removed to gain 
access to the universal joints and drive shaft. Check the 
splines on both the tractor and the front axle side. 

Once all drives to the front axle are inspected, let the 
tractor down and repeat the lifting process for each rear 
axle final drive and check them for play. 

Does your rear axle final drive have an oil reservoir 
independent from the transmission? If so, examine it. 
Check all wheel hardware for proper torque with the 
proper torque wrench – an impact wrench will not do!

On your machine, does the transmission oil serve as 
the hydraulic fluid? Or does your tractor have a stand-
alone hydraulic reservoir? In case of the latter, check its 
fluid level and oil quality. 

Inspect all remote valves for operation. If you have a 
pressure gauge handy, you could inspect the pressure and 
leakage of each of the valve outlets as well. Don’t forget: 
most systems today run around 3,000 PSI of pressure and 
you need to be careful when working on the system. 

Also check the three-point hitch for operation. Does it 
hold the load okay without settling? 

Most newer tractors use electronic-controlled valves 
but there are still a lot of units with mechanical linkages. 
Make sure these linkages go through the cycle without 
binding, allow for full control of the valve and go in float 

(this is a function where the oil can freely flow through 
the valve) as well.

Do you frequently use your three-point hitch to carry 
heavy weights or to pull your planter? This hitch gets used 
sometimes as much, or more than, the drawbar. So you 
need to examine the three-point hitch carefully. 

Are all the ball joints in good order? Are the adjust-
ment linkages free from damage? Are the threaded parts 
free, without excess play? You should also inspect the top 
link closely. Is this link bent or damaged? Does it spin 
freely for adjustments? 

In the case of either a quick hitch or quick hitch arms, 
do their locking mechanisms function properly? 

As for the drawbar, is the mount solid? Are the length 
and sway adjustment pins in place? Have a good look at 
the bottom support. A lot of weight can be carried on the 
drawbar and the supports need to be flawless. Also make 
sure the holes are not worn in an oblong manner. Is the 
drawbar safe for pulling a load?

Most cabs today are the centre of the controlling systems 
of the machine, with many electronic controllers mounted 
on or near it. Make sure that those locations are free of any 
foreign materials that do not belong in the cab. I have seen 
many tractors that have draw pins, chains, water bottles 
and you name it laying on top of or near expensive control 
units. That should not be, but it happens. Now is the time 
to take care of the problem and put the collectables in a 
more suitable location. 

Check to ensure there is no play on the viscous 
drive hub on the engine cooling fan drive. Make 

sure, too, that the hub is operating properly. 

This MFWD input drive shaft has a leaky seal. 
Examine the constant velocity drive unit and the 

seals on the outboard drive and axle. 

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com


Better Farming January 2017 Story Idea? Email andrea.gal@farms.com                     55

MACHINERYAT WORK

Check heating and cooling systems, 
as well as all warning systems. Are 
neutral safety start systems functional 
and in place? It sometimes just takes 
a little effort to prevent a big disaster. 
Be careful and prevent a chance of 
tragedy down the line in the heat of 
the season. 	

Are all lights functioning properly? 
These lights include: headlights, 
taillights and work lights, and above 
all extremity lights, hazard and 
warning lights and rotating beacons. 

Since the cab seems to house most 
of the wiring, this would be a good 
time to inspect the batteries as well as 
all power cables going to the cab. 
Look for corrosion on the positive 
and ground cables, as well as on the 
battery connections. Are all windows 
and doors latching properly and 
sealing well? 

Are all window wipers and washer 
systems in place? Are wiper blades in 
good shape? You work in a lot of dusty 
conditions and the wipers have a 
tough time.

I hope this gives you some guid-
ance in inspecting your tractor this 
winter so that it’s in tip-top shape for 
the coming season. Give your tractor 
some much-needed TLC so it will 
serve you well. BF

Jaap Kroondijk is a farm boy mechanic 
who lives near Woodstock.

Advantage Farm Equipment
Wyoming, 519-845-3346

Anderson Equipment Sales
Belleville, 613-969-6246

Picton, 613-476-6597 

Ayr Turf & Trac Ltd
Ayr, 519-632-9901

Brant Tractor
Brantford, 519-449-2500

C.L. Benninger Equipment
Chatham, 519-352-8070

Callaghan Farm Supply
Lindsay, 705-324-8686

Church’s Farm Supplies
Barrie, 705-458-0870

D & S Downham
Stratford, 519-273-1740

Hyde Park Equipment Ltd.
London, 519-471-1400

Norfolk Tractor Co. Ltd.
Simcoe, 519-426-1090

Roberts Farm & Recreation
Chesley, 519-363-3192

Lucknow, 519-529-7995

Mount Forest, 519-323-2755

Ross Doble Inc.
Sunderland, 705-357-3123

Tracks & Wheels
North Bay, 705-840-5438

Sudbury, 705-566-5438

Timmins, 705-268-5438

Stewart’s Farm Equipment
Erin, 519-833-9616

Topline Trailers & Equipment
Winchester, 613-774-0994

DeBoer’s Equipment
Elora, 519-846-5388

Durham Kubota
Oshawa, 905-655-3291

Earth Power 
Tractor & Equipment

Meaford, 519-538-1660

Owen Sound, 519-376-5880

Stayner, 705-428-3132

Hartington Equipment
Hartington, 613-372-2744

Perth, 613-264-0485

Hyde Brothers Farm Equipment
Hensall, 519-263-2605

Exceptional comfort and an easy to maintain 
Kubota Tier IV Diesel engine combine for an 
impressive piece of equipment in Kubota’s SSV 
Series. New side lights expand the operator’s 
visibility on the job site, and the roll up door 
and wide operator area make for a more alert 
and productive work environment during those 
long cold jobs. All of a sudden, winter doesn’t 
seem so bad.

TOUGH WINTER AHEAD? 
WE WOULDN’T HAVE IT 
ANY OTHER WAY.

kubota.ca  |  

On the SSV Series.
*See your dealer 

for complete details.

There is an engine oil leak in 
this head gasket which will 

need to be addressed. 

mailto:andrea.gal@farms.com
http://kubota.ca/
http://www.kubota.ca/en
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Farmers may soon help educate 
consumers by offering farm visits 
through a web-based, start-up 
program much like Uber.

The idea for the Visit My Farm 
project stemmed from a discussion of 
consumer-farmer boundaries, 
according to Sonia Muir, manager of 
business and social resilience pro-
grams at the Department of Primary 
Industries in New South Wales, 
Australia.

“We surveyed 
over 400 
non-farmers and 
a large percentage 
of them said they 
would be really 
interested in 
visiting a farm and 
they would be prepared 
to pay for that experience,” 
Muir said to the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation (ABC) in 

October.
Visit My Farm could 

increase communication 
between farmers and 
consumers, while 

providing an extra source 
of income for farmers. 

“The concept is really about 
value-adding to your actual 

farm,” Muir said to ABC. 
The program is currently attract-

ing investors. BF

FARAFIELD

Field trips for city dwellers

Corn seedlings “call” for 
assistance when eaten by 
caterpillars, according to 
researchers from Martin 
Luther University Hal-
le-Wittenberg, Cornell 
University, and the Boyce 
Thompson Institute (BTI). 

The seedlings release a 
scent compound which is 
attractive to parasitic wasps. The 
wasp’s larvae then devour the pests 
from the inside out. 

Researchers 
compared 

the 
strength 
of the 
“help” 
signals 

between 
26 corn 

varieties, 
and paired 

varying signal 
strengths with their 

associated plant genes. 
This research will provide the 

genetic knowledge required for 
improved plant breeding, according 
to Annett Richter, lead researcher 
and scientist at BTI. 

“The aim is to improve the volatile 
signals of (plants’) natural defenses, 
and now breeders have the opportu-
nity to use those defense genes,” 
Richter said in a release. 

The study was published in the 
journal The Plant Cell in the fall. BF

Corn signals for help

Winged farm workers
Your newest farmhand may have 
wings.

Some Washington state farmers 
are turning to an innovative crop 
protection source: a falconer and his 
birds of prey. 

Vineyard and orchard crops can be 
damaged and destroyed by some 
birds. Brad Felger, owner of Air-
strike Bird Control Inc., uses his 
trained falcons to scare off pest birds 

from farmers’ fields, 
according to an 
October Washing-
ton Post article.

Operations with 
fewer than 1,000 
acres typically 
require one falcon, says 
Felger. Farmers should fly 
falcons daily from crop ripening to 
harvest in order to deter problem 

birds.
Felger’s customers 

incorporate the 
falconry with other 
standard bird repelling 

tactics such as noise-
makers or Mylar strips.
Some of the species that 

can damage crop include 
seagulls, sparrows, starlings, finches, 
and crows. BF
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Researchers hope 
to highlight 

and help 
market the 
unique 
flavour of 
Alberta 
beef. 

The Food 
Processing 

Development 
Centre in 

Alberta is now studying the flavour 
difference between barley- and 
grass-fed beef, as opposed to corn-fed 
beef, according to an October Call of 
the Land podcast produced by 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry. 
	 Alberta cattle are dominantly 
grass- and barley-fed. “We hope the 
(results) allow Alberta beef to have a 
unique flavour profile that could then 
be used to demonstrate product 
differentiation for entering into new 

markets,” says Nicole Gaudette, 
sensory scientist at the Food Process-
ing Development Centre, in the 
podcast.
	 A trained research panel will also 
flavour profile beef from Alberta’s 
main competitors – the United States 
and Australia – and look for market-
able differences.
	 This project provides “a snapshot 
of where beef flavour is for the 
province,” says Gaudette. BF

Flavoured Alberta beef
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weber’s
FARM SERVICE CORP.

• �Easy clean 
out features

• �Also available with skis

Cattleman’s Choice 
Feeder Wagon

• Different sizes and models available

Vertablend Feed Mixer

Triple Crown Horse Feeder Triple Crown “JR” Horse Feeder
Live Stock Shelters

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 1-800-825-4961 Napanee Area Rep: Bob Clancey (613) 378-2552    

1769 Listowel Rd. R.R.#4  •  Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3  •  P: 519-669-8884  •  weberfarmserv@hotmail.com   

• Extra heavy duty head gate
• �Pull back gates push back on animals 

shoulders to secure it. 
• Will handle any size cattle

Matador Squeeze Chute

• �Heavy duty automatic headgate
• Exceptional leg control
• Bi-fold side opening

“Dr Hoof”  Trimming Crate

NEW 

For small square balesFor large square or round bales

Jeff McKee
1.888.248.4893 x917

Jeff Scott
1.866.519.4302 x278

Jennifer Stewart
1.888.248.4893 x256

Scott Farhood
1.866.519.4302 x277

TOTAL ON-FARM READERS: 90,410 ONTARIO ADULTS

CALL YOUR REP TODAY TO CONNECT WITH CLASS-A FARMS!

“The phone is ringing off the hook 
today. Mostly people reading our 

ad in Better Farming.”

mailto:weberfarmserv@hotmail.com
http://www.betterfarming.com/
http://www.agdealer.com/display.cfm?path=/webersfarmservice
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4-H Ontario 
Annual  
General 

Meetings

1.877.410.6748 | 4-HOntario.ca/CAM

We are pleased to announce  
4-H Ontario’s Annual General Meetings,  

to be held in conjunction with the  
2017 4-H Ontario Volunteer Conference:

To be hosted at the  
Nottawasaga Inn Resort, Alliston, Ontario

Ontario 4-H Council 
Friday, March 24, 2017 

Ontario 4-H Foundation 
Saturday, March 25, 2017

Register Today!

4HOntario_2017AGM.indd   1 16-11-30   4:12 PM

http://4-hontario.ca/CAM
http://www.linwoodcorp.com/
http://www.mohawkequipment.ca/
http://www.agrihand.ca/
http://www.4-hontario.ca/
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My name’s Andre Ouimet. My grandpa was 
an apple farmer. One season he had a bad 
harvest. The bank he was loyal to for years 
turned its back on him. He lost the farm and 
moved our family to the city. To this day, my 
dad still chokes up as he tells the story of 
how the bank seized our ancestral home. 
I know how hard farmers work. I know 
how hard my grandpa worked. It was NOT 
his fault. He needed a temporary helping 
hand and no one was there to help him. 
Because of my family history, I wanted to 
do something to help farmers, so I became 
a licensed Mortgage Agent with EXPERT 
MORTGAGE. Now I can help farmers 
ACROSS ONTARIO better than the banks 
can because I don’t follow BANK RULES. I 
specialize in agricultural lending. With over 
200 private lenders to back me up, I SET 
THE RULES! 

I HELP FARMERS GET FARM LOANS

Even if you have BAD CREDIT & NO PROOF OF INCOME, I can still help you

FARMOWNERS! Call NOW for FAST, EASY CASH!

Most banks underwrite loans using standard commercial lending 
guidelines that don’t make any sense for farms. Coming from a 

farm family, I understand the farming community.

Many provide 1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages even with:

THIS LOW?

Call me 7 DAYS A WEEK for  

Toll Free Across Ontario 
1-888-982-7954 
Andre Ouimet - Mortgage Agent 

Talk to me if you’d like to...
• Buy more land or new equipment
• Repair or construct new buildings

• Buy quota

• Up to 80% of FULL farm value
• Up to 30 year amortization
• Operating lines of credit

CALL ME EVEN IF EVERYONE ELSE HAS SAID NO!
With over 200 lenders at my disposal I can get you a mortgage even with...

I REPRESENT OVER 200 LENDERS 

• Horrible Credit
• Bankruptcy
• Unemployed
• Mortgage Arrears

• Property Tax Arrears
• Power of Sale
• Self-Employed
• Pension & Disability

Mortgage Monthly Bi-weekly 
Amount Payment Payments

Licence # 12079

Rates as  
of January, 
2017, OAC

$200,000 $922.95 $425.98
$250,000 $1,153.69 $532.48
$300,000 $1,384.43 $638.97
$350,000 $1,615.16 $745.47
$400,000 $1,845.90 $851.96
$500,000 $2,307.38 $1,064.95
$600,000 $2,768.85 $1,277.94
$700,000 $3,230.33 $1,490.93
$800,000 $3,691.80 $1,703.92

$1,000,000 $4,614.75 $2,129.90

CALL ANDRE NOW 
to put your mind 

at ease
Send me a question online at www.iHelpFarmers.ca or 
email me at andre.ouimet@expertmortgagebroker.ca

• Bad credit
• Power of sale
• Tax arrears

• Mortgage arrears

http://www.ihelpfarmers.ca/
mailto:andre.ouimet@expertmortgagebroker.ca
http://www.expertmortgagebroker.ca/
http://www.marcrestmfg.com/en/
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http://www.gusrevenberg.com/
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http://www.gusrevenberg.com/


 Handles all crops with 
power and efficiency

 FERTILIZER & CROP TRANSPORT AUGER
•  Sturdy removable plastic hopper fi ts

under standard hopper wagons
•  Hydraulic top drive
•  3-stage telescopic down

spout — adds to your
fi lling convenience

•  Easy to tow

 UTILITY AUGERS
 Available in
3 1/2, 4, 5, 6 and
8 diameters

under standard hopper wagons
Hydraulic top drive
3-stage telescopic down
spout — adds to your
fi lling convenience
Easy to tow

 UTILITY AUGERS
 Available in

, 4, 5, 6 and
8 diameters

                           6 Models 
CTA 6” x 21’
CTA 6” x 26’ 
CTA 6” x 31’

 CTA 8” x 21’
CTA 8” x 26’ 
CTA 8” x 31’

 866-638-2104

Weberway_AN_May13.indd   1 13-04-08   1:54 PM
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OFA Members visit ofa.on.ca or call 519-824-0210 for great GM offers.

http://ofa.on.ca/
http://www.agdealer.com/display.cfm?path=/weberway
http://www.wecover.net/
http://www.deutz-fahrincanada.com/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/
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AG & TURF POWER SERVICE 
Grimsby - 905-945-4848

ARMSTRONG MOTORS
St. Marys - 519-229-6233

BLUE SKY MARINE
New Hamburg - 519-662-1461

BRIAN’S SERVICE CENTRE
Hensall - 519-262-3634

E&F SAUDER SALES & SERVICE
Wallenstein - 519-669-2192

ED STEWARTS GARAGE & EQUIPMENT
Erin - 519-833-9616

FARM POWER EQUIPMENT
Delhi - 519-582-3800

KINGDEM TRAILER & MOTOR SPORTS 
Flamborough - 905-627-0100

MCINTOSH MOTORS
Stirling - 613-395-3757

NORTH WELLINGTON CO-OP 
Durham  519-369-2415
Hanover 519-364-4777

Harriston  519-338-2331
Mt. Forest 519-323-1271

PARTNER AG SERVICES
Tara - 519-934-2343

PROFOTA’S FARM EQUIPMENT
Chatham 519-354-5100

RIVERSIDE POWER EQUIPMENT
Listowel   519-418-3126

 C.L. Benninger Equipment
Chatham

 Connect Equipment
Chepstow, Innerkip, Kitchener,
 Lucknow, Mildmay, Rockwood

 Dan R
Plantagenet, Winchester

Hawley’s Garage
Belleville

Hyde Brothers Farm 
Equipment

Hensall

Maple Lane Farm Service
Mount Forest

 
Marsh Bros. Tractor

Dundas

 McKeown Motor Sales
Springbrook

Shantz Farm Equipment
Alma

W.J. Lambert & Sons Ltd.
Beaverton

THE COMPACT THAT 
PACKS A PUNCH.

       MASSEY FERGUSON is a worldwide brand of AGCO.     
©2015 AGCO Corporation, 4205 River Green Parkway, Duluth, GA 30096 (877) 525-4384.  

Visit your dealer, and you’ll find all the power, performance and options you need. 

masseyferguson.us

1700E Series economy compact tractors are designed with performance in mind. With 34 to 38.5 
engine horsepower, rear 540 PTO and a 3-point hitch, these tractors are formidable workhorses for any 
small farm or worksite. They feature higher flow hydraulics that enhance productivity — plus an open 
operator’s station for freedom of visibility.

MF GC 1700 SERIES

CoMpaCt tRaCtoR,
bIG pERFoRManCE

AGCOSubCompact_CC_Aug16.indd   1 2016-07-08   2:55 PM
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Dan R. 
Gananoque, Plantagenet, 

Winchester

Groulx Equipment
Astorville, Cache Bay

Hawley’s Garage
Belleville

Marsh Brothers
Dundas

McKeown Motor 
Sales

Springbrook

Vincent Lawn & 
Garden Equipment

Cambridge

W.J. Lambert
Beaverton

http://masseyferguson.us/
http://www.husqvarna.com/ca/en/home
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B & G Loughlin Tractors Inc.
Mountain 613-989-3839

Bromley Farm Supply
Douglas 613-649-2457 

March Road Motorsports
Mississippi Mills 613-256-6686
Rusty’s Power Washing
Courtright 519-332-9821

Bourbonnais Equipment Inc.
Sarsfield 613-835-2623

John’s Equipment Sales & Service
Frankford 613-398-6522

Dealers

From forest to farmland and everywhere in between,
You will have the right tractor for the job.

LS Tractor - Excel in Your Field.

www.LSTractorusa.com

Winner of “2015 & 2016 EDA Dealer’s Choice Award” presented 
to the highest ranked Tractor Manufacturer category in the 

annual Dealer-Manufacturer Relations Survey.

2479 Main Street  •  PO Box 129 Lambeth Station  
London, Ontario  •  N6P 1P9
P: 519-203-CORN (2676)  •  F: 519-203-6626
www.dedellseeds.comDe Dell Seeds

Watch your profits grow with a  

Non-GMO crop! 
Premiums being paid for  

Non-GMO corn.

The Leaders in Non-GMO Technology

http://www.lstractorusa.com/
http://www.dedellseeds.com/
http://www.dedellseeds.com/
http://www.lstractorusa.com/
http://www.sgate.ca/
http://www.diamondbargates.com/
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See your local Great Plains dealer for more info or visit: www.GreatPlainsAg.com/AgSolutions

© Great Plains Mfg., Inc. 1572L-GPM

• Hydraulically-Adjustable Gang Angle from 0-6° On-the-Go – Sizes and cov-
ers residue in the fall at 3° to 6° and prepares the ultimate spring seedbed at 0°.

• Exclusive Maintenance-Free Bearings – Reduce maintenance time and extend 
life of bearings.

• Hydraulic Weight Transfer is Standard – Creates an even and constant down-
force across the entire width of the implement, assuring uniform penetration.

• Rolling Spike and Reel Rear Attachment – Tines split the Turbo Coulters to en-
sure thorough mixing of soil and residue and provide a smooth, uniform seedbed 
for optimum planter performance.

• Active Hydraulic Down Pressure – Keeps openers in uniform contact with soil 
in uneven conditions and varying soil types. Maximizes opener ground-hugging 
capabilities by independently applying down pressure at both ends of the subframe.

• Extra-Large Main Seed Box – Minimizes fill time to keep you in the field longer. 
Waterproof lids maximize seed protection.

• Offset Opener Blades with Leading Edge – Much more aggressive and similar 
to a single-blade style. Heavy weight ensures clean cutting and easy penetration.

• Full-Length Seed Tubes with Trailing Flap – Guide seed through the opener, 
placing it in the bottom of the trench to ensure consistent depth.

TILL IT DRILL ITand

New 48' Vertical Tillage - Turbo-Max® 50' Heavy-Duty Min-Till Drill

 DeBoer’s Farm Equipment
Elora 519-846-5388

www.deboersequipment.com

Minto Ag
Harriston 519-338-5751
www.mintoag.ca

Oneida New Holland
Caledonia 905-765-5011

www.oneidanewholland.com

Weagant Farm
Winchester 613-774-2887

www.weagantfarm.com

2015 RAM 1500 Laramie 4x4  
Leather, loaded, Eco Diesel, 93,570 km, 

#85191  

$39,900                        

2015 RAM Rebel Crew 4x4 Hemi 
ONLY 14,144 km

#85232 

$45,900                        

2014 RAM 3500 SLT 4x4  
Cummins, single wheel, long box, 32,098 km, 

#85199  

$46,900                        

2014 RAM 1500 ST 4x4
Regular Cab, Eco Diesel, 84,709  km, 

#470080B  

$25,900

2015 RAM 2500 SLT 4x4 
Regular Cab, Cummins, 66,655 km, 

#85231  

$44,900                        

2014 RAM 3500 Laramie 4x4 
Dually Leather, loaded, Cummins, 58,114 km, 

#470133A 

$62,900                        

http://www.greatplainsag.com/AgSolutions
http://www.deboersequipment.com/
http://www.mintoag.ca/
http://www.oneidanewholland.com/
http://www.weagantfarm.com/
http://www.greatplainsag.com/
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HE+ SERIES 
snowblowers with scraper blade

WWW.CIENORMAND.COM • 1-888-666-7626 •         WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CIENORMAND

http://www.cienormand.com/
http://www.facebook.com/CIENORMAND
http://www.nuhn.ca/
http://www.cienormand.com/
http://www.sfe-sales.com/
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The Best Price, The Best Readership, The Best Value! Better Farm
ing! • Call 519-848-1112 to place your $1 per w

ord ad!

40th Anniversary 

exceptional products

& service 

EasyLift2.indd   1 3/22/14   10:15:45 PMPOWERLIFTHYDRAULIC DOORS
The SUPERIOR quality hydraulic door ... since 1992

We work with you every step of the way 
to build, deliver and install your new 

Powerlift door!

POWERLIFT DOORS OF ONTARIO
519-871-7368

WWW.POWERLIFTDOORS.COM

Safe, Strong, Zero Maintenance!

PowerliftDoors_CL_SK_#1.indd   1 2013-10-30   2:25 PM

AWF_YY_Apr'14.indd   1 3/5/14   10:25:34 PM

* GPS 
* Plastic 

* Clay 
* Cement

* 2013 Bron 
Plow 

* Surveys 
* Maps 

519-595-4545
Newton, Ont.Since 1968

Kuepfer_YY_Mar'14  1/31/14  4:19 PM  Page 1

Schmidt’s Farm Drainage
1990 Ltd. Harrision

Specializing in Farm 
Drainage, Backhoeing & 

Excavating, GPS includes: 
mapping grade control

& surveying
GPS Grade Control

Tel: 519-338-3484 • Cell: 519-323-6335

SchmidtsDrainage_CC_May.indd   1 2016-03-31   5:25 PM

MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE LTD.

Established 1968

We provide: ● Free estimates  ● Competitive pricing 
● Personal Service ● GPS mapping & guidance ● Excavator 

& backhoe work  ● Drainage knowledge & expertise
48 years of experience in providing professionally designed 

& installed drainage systems

Toll Free: 1-800-534-0393 
Steve Cronsberry (Owner)

Offi ce: 519-343-3233 Home: 519-338-2373

Marquardt_YY_Dec'15.indd   1 2015-11-05   8:49 PM

Drains levelled for your convenience!

2 work 
crews

MartinDrainage_YY_Mar'14.indd   1 2/4/14   10:59:56 AM

Peter Neill
Water Management Systems Inc.

Specializing in Agricultural Drainage

613 623 8802
Arnprior, Ontario

pneillwms@gozoom.ca

Neil_Drainage_YY_June'14.indd   1 5/2/14   12:47:54 AM

WEIGEL DRAINAGE LTD.
●  Increase your yields for the same inputs ● Improve soil health 

● Control nutrient run-off ● Reduce compaction

Specializing in Farm Drainage & Erosion Control Systems

Brent: 519-367-2000 (offi ce) 519-502-8216 (cell)
www.weigeldrainage.com

Follow us on Twitter @WeigelDrainage

Weigel_YY_Mar'16.indd   1 2016-02-04   12:15 PM
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MATT WILLIAMS 
LISTOWEL

519-291-0767
1-800-565-6478

williamsdrainage@xplornet.com

Peter Neill
Water Management Systems Inc.

Specializing in Agricultural Drainage

613 623 8802
Arnprior, Ontario

pneillwms@gozoom.ca

Neil_Drainage_YY_June'14.indd   1 5/2/14   12:47:54 AM

AWF Contractors, Ltd., Elmira, ON
Ph: 519-669-2256 or 519-669-4253 (Res)

Drain your Farm Before it Drains You
Free

Estimates

A.G. HAYTER CONTRACTING LTD.
519-238-2313

70098 Grand Bend Line, Parkhill

Glenn Hayter
519-808-6115 

Grant Hayter
519-238-2313

Allen Hayter
519-238-2313

DRAINAGE PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1967

Your GPS equipped Farm Drainage Contractor.
Serving the Temiskaming Region

Steve Frey  705 563 2071 
or cell 705 650 2365

● GPS & Laser Machine Control
● GPS Drawings for Drainage Systems
● Erosion Control/Shoreline Protection
● Land Clearing ● Site Preparation
● Excavating/Bulldozing/Grading

613-388-2345
www.richmondditching.on.ca 
herman@richmondditching.on.ca

Farm Drainage Specialists

● Erosion Control Contractors
● GPS Surveying
● Aerial Photos Available
● Septic Systems
● Excavator/Backhoe
● Drain Repairs

Serving Perth, Huron, Middlesex, Lambton, 
Bruce Counties for over 40 years

parkerandparker.ca
wcook@hay.net

519-236-7390

TILE DRAINAGESchmidt’s Farm Drainage
1990 Ltd. Harrision

Specializing in Farm Drainage, Backhoeing
& Excavating, GPS includes: mapping

grade control & surveying

GPS Grade Control
Tel: 519-338-3464
Cell: 519-323-6335

Bruce Laidlaw
519-647-2377
Donald Laidlaw
519-647-3353

WEIGEL DRAINAGE LTD.
●  Increase your yields for the same inputs ● Improve soil health 

● Control nutrient run-off ● Reduce compaction

Specializing in Farm Drainage & Erosion Control Systems

Brent: 519-367-2000 (offi ce) 519-502-8216 (cell) Mildmay
www.weigeldrainage.com

Follow us on Twitter @WeigelDrainage

BARN DEMOLITION
S&J BARN DEMOLITION - We pay the most 
cash to remove your old barn. Fully insured. 
WSIB. 1-800-291-BARN or 1-519-800-3681.  
canadianantiquelumber@outlook.com

BUILDING SUPPLIES

DRAINAGE

CAB CAM CAMERAS
CAB CAM CAMERAS - Observation sys-
tems, wired & wireless, accessories & expan-
sion kits. Unlimited applications. Top qual-
ity. Savings! Our 43rd year. Call 1-800-481-1353  
www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com

CONSTRUCTION
ASB INC. AG BUILDER - Drivesheds, additions, 
renovations, dairy, equine, poultry. Dependable. 
Experienced. Serving Southwestern & Southcen-
tral Ontario. Free Estimates. 519-424-3348. Cell 
519-532-4760 john@asbinc.ca  www.asbinc.ca

WE POUR: liquid manure tanks, bunker silos, 
foundations & pads. All are 100% Engineered. 
Serving Ontario since 1968. De Jong & Sons Ltd. 
519-348-0523.

EQUIPMENT

We do sell all types of feeding storage, milling, mixing & deliver equipment. We are able to 

upgrade all existing Liquid & Dry feeding systems with the newest in today technology

replacement your old wore out flooring systems in your nursery, grower, finisher & sows barns 

we build custom rigid augers galvanized or stainless steel, stainless steel boots, hoppers and 

unloaders, flex augers, rescue decks & patented bowls, plastic penning & all supporting posts 

and hardware. we have a complete JOB SHOP to complete the most complicated of tasks, CNC 

Laser & Water jet cutting, sheering and break forming, lathe, milling, grinding, welding 

aluminum, stainless, cast iron , mild steel. We have been in business for over 20 years 

supporting the needs of our clients in this vast ever changing world.

VENTILATION SYSTEMS BY

A DIVISION OF DWYER MANUFACTURING LTD.

DWYER

MANUFACTURING LTD.

1800 323 3405

MANUFACTURING LTD.

 

STAINLESS STEEL HAMMER MILL

         240 Volt Single Phase, 7.5HP, 10HP & 12.5HP 

                             208, 460 & 575 Volt 3 Phase, 7.5HP up to 30HP

      Available in :

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAINLESS STEEL HAMMER MILL

from $2995

Dwyer_CC_Sept16.indd   1 2016-08-10   4:28 PM

● 5/8” Super Hard Teeth ● 5 ft. to 52 ft.

519-843-1959   Belwood, ON   
www.MaybridgeHarrows.com

Maybridge1_YY_Mar'14.indd   1 2/10/14   2:50:40 PM

http://www.powerliftdoors.com/
mailto:pneillwms@gozoom.ca
http://www.weigeldrainage.com/
mailto:williamsdrainage@xplornet.com
http://www.weigeldrainage.com/
mailto:canadianantiquelumber@outlook.com
http://www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com/
http://www.asbinc.ca/
mailto:john@asbinc.ca
http://www.maybridgeharrows.com/
http://www.easyliftdoors.com/
https://www.facebook.com/schmidts.farmdrainage
http://www.powerliftdoors.com/
http://tags.canadaid.ca/en/index.sn
http://www.weigeldrainage.com/
http://www.martindrainage.com/
http://www.maybridgeharrows.com/
http://www.dwyermfg.com/


68	 Better Farming • Classifieds January 2017

Th
e 

Be
st

 P
ri

ce
, T

he
 B

es
t R

ea
de

rs
hi

p,
 T

he
 B

es
t V

al
ue

! B
et

te
r F

ar
m

in
g!

 • 
Em

ai
l y

ou
r $

1 
pe

r w
or

d 
ad

 to
 c

la
ss

ifi
ed

@
be

tt
er

fa
rm

in
g.

co
m

PARTS & ACCESSORIES
NEW TRACTOR PARTS - Specializing in en-
gine rebuild kits. Thousands of other parts. 
Service manuals & decal sets. Our 43rd year!   
www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com 1-800-481-1353

TEESWATER AGRO PARTS - USED PARTS - Look-
ing for a used part for your tractor or agricul-
tural equipment?  We have wrecked over 1000 
units in many makes and models. @ 519-392-
6111 or email: parts@wightman.ca  Website:   
www.teeswateragroparts.ca

FARM PROPERTY - Dutton/Dunwich 198ac, 
cash crop, 125ac wkbl, 70ac tiled, 55ac random 
tiled, bush. MLS589719 - $1,400,000. Ag Listings 
Wanted. Call FRED BORK, Royal LePage Triland 
Realty 519-205-BORK (2675) fredbork@royallep-
age.ca  www.borkrealestate.com Helping you is 
what we do!!!

ONTARIO INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
2000 ac wkbl, lease back to present owner, 
call for price. Lakefield, 105ac, 93wkbl with 
beautiful 3 bedroom stone house. Teeswa-
ter, 141ac, 112wkbl bare land. Huron County 
530ac, 477 wkbl, call for price. Steven Mich-
ie, Royal LePage RCR Realty, smichie@
royallepage.ca, www.ontarioagrealtor.com  
519-357-6370.

 ▶Seamless Eavestroughing
 ▶Roofs & Walls
 ▶Elevator Legs
 ▶Air Blasting
 ▶Pressure Washing
 ▶ Fully Insured
 ▶ Free Estimates

888-253-3756  www.barnpainting.ca

SuperiorBarnPainting_CL_SK_Apr15.indd   1 2015-03-09   9:02 AM

Specializing in on Farm Pest 
Management Serving

Southwestern On,
Golden Horseshoe, GTA

Email: sgschris@ciaccess.com
519-692-4232 

www.sgspestmanagement.ca

SGS_CC_Class_May15.indd   1 2015-04-11   8:51 AM

End Greasing Frustration
Grease goes in

not on, the machine!

Order Online
www.locknlube.com

(603) 795-2298

LockNLube_CC_CL_JJ16.indd   1 2016-05-05   5:31 PM

Crush your field 
stones in place 

By crushing your field stones 
and leaving them in the 
field, the soil mass stays 
the same, slowing the rise of new 
stones to the surface by frost.  

4 models and many widths available for tractors from 85 - 360hp

www.rotocrusher.com
1-800-461-4299

See this machine in action on

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE

FLAG POLES & FLAGS
FLAGPOLES & FLAGS - Ontario Flag & Pole special-
izing in “Titan” telescopic flagpoles & all your flag 
needs including custom flags. 1-888-596-0040  
www.ontarioflagandpole.com. 

HAY & STRAW
HAY & STRAW -  Top quality hay and also hay with 
low potassium. All prices quoted. Delivered. Call 
Paul at Deer-Run Farms 519-848-3442.

GEOSCIENCE

PAINTING

HORSE ARENA DUST CONTROL
ALL NATURAL DUST - Control for indoor arenas. 
No more watering or oiling. Just Add Arenas # 
1311, D.I.Y, Proven. www.justaddhorses.ca for 
video. Dealers Encouraged.

LIVESTOCK – BEEF
LIMOUSIN - Double & homo polled, thick, well 
muscled, quiet breeding bulls available. Select 
now. Delivery included. Posthaven Limousin. John 
Post 519-766-7178  www.posthavenlimousin.com

LIVESTOCK – POULTRY
PULLETS - ready to lay, new and used equipment, 
etc. No order too small. Pullets Plus Inc., RR 4, El-
mira. clarence@pulletsplus.com  519-669-2225.

MANURE STORAGE
CRONIN POURED CONCRETE LTD - Since 1976. 
Liquid manure tanks to 200’. Heights of 8’-14’ (1-
pour). All jobs engineered specifications/inspec-
tions - guaranteed. BEST firm quote in Ontario. 
Mark Cronin, 519-348-9062. Cell 519-274-5000.

NURSERIES
NUT TREES -  Profitable hazelnuts, grafted heart-
nuts, sweet chestnuts, plus 12 other kinds for 
orchard or woodlot. Catalogue: www.Grimonut.
com or write Grimo Nut Nursery, 979 Lakeshore 
Rd, RR3, Niagara-On-The-Lake, ON  L0S 1J0.  
905-934-6887.

NUT TREES -  English walnuts, sweet chestnuts, 
Hazelnuts, Heartnut, Edible nut pines (12 vari-
eties), 15 other varieties. Valuable woods. 40+ 
yrs experience. Catalogue www.nuttrees.com. 
Rhora’s Nut Farm & Nursery, 33083 Wills Rd., RR1, 
Wainfleet, L0S1V0  905-899-3508.

BARE ROOT FRUIT TREES for your orchard or 
backyard.   Many varieties suitable for organic 
production and hard cider.  Call 519-804-6060 or 
visit www.silvercreeknursery.ca and request your 
free catalogue today. 

PEST CONTROL
RATS! MORE RULE CHANGES! - SGS Pest 
Management agricultural pest control spe-
cialists. Service & supplies. 1-800-736-9747  
www.sgspestmanagement.ca 

LAND CLEARING

EQUIPMENT

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

Automatic
PTO Roller Mills

Midwest Farm Systems Inc.  •  519-656-2352
calvin@mwisilo.com  •  www.mwisilo.com

Auger & blower discharge 
with capacities from 40 -120 tonnes/hr.

›› Buy • Sell • Rent • Service ‹‹
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mailto:classified@betterfarming.com
http://www.diamondfarmtractorparts.com/
mailto:parts@wightman.ca
http://www.teeswateragroparts.ca/
http://age.ca/
http://www.borkrealestate.com/
http://royallepage.ca/
http://www.ontarioagrealtor.com/
http://www.barnpainting.ca/
mailto:sgschris@ciaccess.com
http://www.sgspestmanagement.ca/
http://www.locknlube.com/
http://www.rotocrusher.com/
http://www.ontarioflagandpole.com/
http://www.justaddhorses.ca/
http://www.posthavenlimousin.com/
mailto:clarence@pulletsplus.com
http://www.nuttrees.com/
http://www.silvercreeknursery.ca/
http://www.sgspestmanagement.ca/
http://www.mwisilo.com/
mailto:calvin@mwisilo.com
http://www.mwisilo.com/
http://www.rotocrusher.com/
http://www.locknlube.com/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/
http://www.barnpainting.ca/
http://www.greatlakesgeoscience.com/
http://www.sgspestmanagement.ca/


Better Farming • Classifieds January 2017	 69

The Best Price, The Best Readership, The Best Value! Better Farm
ing! • Call 519-848-1112 to place your $1 per w

ord ad!
HENSALL: 139ac wkble, part systematic, part 
random tiled, wind turbine. LUCAN/CENTRA-
LIA: 327ac on 2 paved roads w/316ac wkbl, 
systematically tiled. Grand Bend: 135ac w/95ac 
wkbl, sys. tiled. font 35ac every 25’, 60ac tiled 
every 33’. LANGTON: Turkey breeder opera-
tion with contract, single storey breeder barn 
5,000 bird capacity, auto egg gathering, newer 
tom barn 500 bird capacity. Beautiful 5 bed-
room brick bungalow. DELHI: two storey hen 
barn approx 5000 hen capacity, 3-storey tom 
barn. Rental home 1.5 storey, 3 bdrm, 2 bath. 
Ayr: 300ac dairy, free stall barn, double 10 par-
allel parlour, 153 quota included, classic stone 
home. BRIGHT: cash crop, 200ac w/157 wkbl, 
well kept house & shed w/long term tenants, 
gas well for added income. BRUCEFIELD: 100ac 
crop farm, 75wkbl & random tiled. John Jantzi 
and Kevin Williams and Theo Bales, Re/Max 
a-b Realty Ltd. 519-273-2822, Stratford, ON.  
www.ontariofarmsales.ca

HOG FINISHING BARNS, 4400 HEAD INCL 160 
ACRES OF LAND: 1 quarter of good produc-
ing land. Land rented on yearly basis. Buildings 
incl. 2 x Barns 90’x200’, both wood building with 
metal clad, capacity totals 4400 head. Surface 
lease revenue $4000/yr. Excellent water well, 
good lagoon. Could combine with ID#1100378 
MLS® . ID#1100503 GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB 
MLS®. 12 QUARTERS IN ONE BLOCK Just one 
hour SE of Kindersley. Mostly native grass and 
crested wheatgrass, in really good shape. Wa-
ter available on all sections by dugouts. Surface 
revenue of $ 5,000.00 per year on a yearly base. 
Good access. No house on property. 2 Commu-
nity water wells & a water pipeline are within a 
couple of miles. Included : 2 older cattle chutes, 
good calf feeder, steel feeder, lots of free stand-
ing steel corral panels, 2 fuel tanks, wind breaks, 
2 older disc’s (+/- 48”), some steel fence posts, 
one steel feeder trough, 1 auger, water tank & 
water hauler. ID#1100513 KINDERSLEY, SK 
MLS®. REAL ESTATE CENTRE 1-866-345-3414  
www.farmrealestate.com

EMBRO: Sales Representative, 519-849-6684, 
leo@shanahanrealty.com STRATHROY/LON-
DON area - dream horse/equestrian farm, 128ac 
organic, fantastic brick ranch, 3300 sq ft, 3+2 
bdrms, plus huge guest house, observe horses 
in several pastures, pool, several horse barns, in-
door riding arena, all buildings 10 years or newer, 
so much more! Email for details & pictures. THED-
FORD area - SOLD - 22ac horse/cash crop farm 
with fully renovated, like new, spacious 3 bdrm 
century farm house, attached garage, workshop, 
5 min to Lake Huron and 7 golf courses, private 
setting. WATFORD area – SOLD – 100ac, 4650 fat 
hog operation with on going contract, excellent 
5 bdrm. House, modern barns, tiled loam soil, 
feed mill, grain storage with leg, turn key opera-
tion. SHETLAND area – 100ac, 70ac wkbl, house, 
barn, drive shed, quanset barn, level, fertile soil, 
race horse exercise oval track, stalls, woodlot. 
BAYFIELD 167ac, river frontage, good fishing, 
mainly woodlot, potential building site, camping. 
WATFORD - 50ac, clay loam soil, fertile. Please 
call for details! We need your listing! Your’s can 
be sold also! Call me today!

EMBRO: 5000sq/ft Agri-business, Country Feed 
Store with Card Lock Fuel supply depot. $320,000. 
NORWICH: 4 acres, good home & farm outbuild-
ings $489,500. SOLD. OTTERVILLE: Agri-Acreage 
with 3 bedroom home plus barn. $389,000. DUT-
TON: 48 acres, sys/tiled drained farm with 4 bed-
room home & barn with horse stalls. $479,500.  
BURFORD: Excellent 50ac 47stall horse farm 
with ranch home, $1.395m. BURTCH: 62ac, with 
horse barn & shed, $549,000. SOLD. WANTED: 
Farms in Oxford, Brant, Elgin or Middlesex. Call 
519-860-4113 MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY 
NEW YEAR.  from  Alister MacLean, Salesper-
son, Sutton Group Select Realty Brokerage.  
www.farmsales.ca 

WWW.JUSTFARMS.CA – LOOKING FOR 
LARGE ACREAGES. DISCUSSIONS HELD IN 
STRICT CONFIDENCE. 2 FARMS JUST LISTED 
- BRUCE COUNTY: BARE LAND Both farms are 
just outside Tiverton. Parcel #1 - 100.44ac w/85 
wkbl, all tiled, Elderslie silt loam, $875,000. Parcel 
#2 - 101ac w/89 wkbl. 35ac sys tiled & 54 random 
tiled with another 3-4 acres possibility of clear-
ing, $850,000. Tile maps available for both farms. 
JUST LISTED 158 ACRES LAMBTON COUNTY 
131ac wkbl. Turbine income from Suncor. House 
& good outbuildings, $2,500,000. JUST LISTED 
120 ACRES NORFOLK COUNTY 65ac sandy loam 
soil suitable for vegetable crops. 2 ponds. Natural 
gas. 58 year old house and buildings, $990,000. 
MIDDLESEX CENTRE  SOLD - 68.92ac rotational 
cattle grazing operation with capacity for 80 
head on 43ac w/31 paddocks. River frontage, 
pond, creek, municipal water. 1865 Ontario cot-
tage home completely renovated with addition, 
$1,150,000. 198.54 ACRES BRUCE COUNTY - 
Bare land. 154 wkbl & possibility of clearing more 
acreage. Mostly systematic tiled, balance ran-
dom tiling, $1,410,000. ERIE SHORE VINEYARD 
- Award Winning, well run, efficient Vineyard & 
Winery on 37ac w/30 acres in vineyard. By the 
shores of Lake Erie in the town of Harrow. Family 
owned & operated since 2002. House, Buildings, 
Winery & Winery Pavilion. Call for complete pack-
age. $2,900,000. 700 ACRES CHATHAM-KENT 
- Bare land, south of 401 hwy. All tiled. 3 blocks. 
Call for details. $9,210,600. Connecting Progres-
sive farm operators with Bonnefield, “Canada’s 
largest farmland investment manager & prop-
erty management firm, dedicated to preserving 
farmland for farming” - Bonnefield & its farmland 
funds are 100% Canadian owned & controlled. 
Call for details. PHILIP CHABOT, broker, 519-495-
7117. JOANNE BAINES, sales rep, 519-670-2660 
Sutton Group-Select Realty Inc.  

TRAVEL
AG-VENTURE TOURS Tour Israel’s advanced agri-
culture in March 2017. Customized group tours 
arranged. email: bobmargethomas@gmail.com 
Phone: 519-633-2390. RW Thomas Inc. www.
rwthomastours.com

RURAL & CULTURAL TOURS 2017/2018 Viet-
nam, Cambodia, Thailand, Romania, Hungary, 
Iceland, Greenland, Baltic Cruise, Northwest 
Territories, Yukon, Alberta, Alaska, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Australia, New Zealand. For details: 1-800-
661-4326 www.selectholidays.com email:  
emails@selectholidays.com

WOODLOTS
ALL STANDING TIMBER quality selective cut-
ting, free quotes, guaranteed workmanship & 
payment before harvesting. Joe Lucan, Langton 
Timber Harvesting. 519-847-5710.

STANDING TIMBER hardwood and softwoods. 
Quality workmanship guaranteed. B. Kropf For-
estry Service Ltd., Bruce Kropf, RR 1, Shakespeare, 
ON, N0B 2P0. 519-748-7422.

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4,397 MAKE MONEY & 
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill - Cut lum-
ber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info & DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com/432 
1-800-566-6899 #432

SAWMILLS Canadian made, quality SMG porta-
ble sawmills, many models to choose from, start-
ing at $4,895 including freight; available at Clark 
Code Repairs, 905 Sanderson Road; Oxford Mills, 
ON (613) 258-3829; stop in for a demo.

www.pjcanada.com  
1-866-822-9662

SHOP HEATING
USED OIL FURNACES & BOILERS - Clean burn 
‘used oil’ furnaces & boilers. Free heat for shops & 
garages. 9 models available. Call 1-800-824-4115 
Web:  www.deonsupply.com 

STORAGE TANKS
USED STORAGE TANKS: - Steel & fiberglass. 
Vertical & horizontal, cone bottoms. 500 gal-
lons to 25,000 gallons. De Jong & Sons Ltd.  
519-348-0523.

TREE TRANSPLANTING
TRANSPLANTING TREES up to 10” trunk diam-
eter w/10,000 lb. root ball. 44”, 80”, 90” & 100” tree 
spades. Transplant on your property or we have 
100ac. of trees up to 25’ tall for sale. BOTANIX 
OXFORD INSTA-SHADE, Burgessville. 1-800-387-
0246. Jan Veldhuizen. Email: jan@oxfordinsta-
shade.com  www.oxfordinstashade.com 

VEGETABLES & FLOWERS
VEGETABLES & FLOWERS LAMAR GREENHOUSES 
- Specializing in vegetable & flower plug plants. 
Different plug sizes. Delivery available. “Get-
ting you started right!” lambrecht@ciaccess.com  
519-695-5083.

WOOD HEATING
CENTRAL BOILER OUTDOOR FURNACES Ask us 
about the “WINTER REBATE with savings up to 
$800”. Call for more information. Wood Heat So-
lutions, Frankford & Bancroft locations 613-398-
1611 www.chesher.ca 

TRAILERS
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RURALROOTS

Reflections on the Holstein Creamery
As a boy, Jack Cockburn loved spending time with his father at the Holstein Creamery. He vividly recalls 
his long walk from Mount Forest one winter during the 1930s.
by CAMPBELL CORK

Jack Cockburn and his family 
lived in Mount Forest, but his 
dad operated the creamery in the 

village of Holstein, about eight miles 
away.

The Holstein Creamery was one 
of the oldest around, dating back 
to 1876 when it was known as the 
Egremont Creamery Company. 
The local farmers brought in their 
cream, and four or five trucks 
picked up cream from the outlying 
farms. 

On its arrival, workers poured 
the cream into a large vat that 
held up to 2,100 pounds. After the 
cream sat for 10 minutes, workers 
churned the cream for 40 to 50 
minutes, turning it into butter.

Workers always wrapped sweet 
butter with no salt and 18 per cent 
moisture in red paper. They used 
blue wrappers for salted butter 
with 3 per cent salt and 16 per cent 
moisture. 

One day, in the 1930s, sparks 
from the boiler landed on the roof, 
setting the creamery on fire. Bill 
Calder, who farmed at the other 
end of the village, hurried down 
his lane to help the bucket brigade 
fighting the roof fire.

As he got to the road Mrs. 
George Hostetter, a neighbour, 
yelled, “Hurry up Bill, the cream-
ery is on fire.” Bill said later that if 
he had any breath he would have 
told her to go to h..., “as I was go-
ing as fast as I could.” 

The creamery survived the fire 
and Jack’s father continued to 
operate it.

Every Friday after school in 
Mount Forest, Jack wanted to get 
to Holstein in the worst way to be 
with his dad at the creamery.

There were two ways to get 
there.

One was the CNR night train 
headed for Durham which passed 

through Holstein. The fare was 35 
cents one way.

The other way was to ride a bus 
operated by Frank Hunt. Now, this 
bus was not at all like any bus you 
have probably ever seen – it was a 
horse-drawn bus. The passengers 
sat in a little tar paper shack set 
high on a sleigh. There was no heat 
inside the windowless bus, but 
there was a coal oil lantern which 
offered precious little light and 
just a whiff of heat. The bus trip to 
Holstein cost 15 cents.

Both methods were a little pricey 
for a young boy in the Hungry ‘30s.

On this particular winter Friday, 
Jack learned that John Calder, a 
farmer from Holstein, was making 
the trip from Mount Forest back 
to the village with a team pulling a 
sleigh of coal. 

Jack figured this was the perfect 
opportunity to save some money 
and he accepted the offer of a free 
ride from John.

Jack rode on the sleigh for a 
short time but quickly realized he 
was not properly dressed for the 

ride. John was warm under his 
buffalo robe. When John saw how 
cold Jack was getting, he told Jack 
he better get off and walk or else 
he would surely freeze to death. 
So, Jack wound up walking most of 
the way to Holstein on that bitterly 
cold winter afternoon.

He said he had never experi-
enced pain like what he felt when 
his frozen fingers and toes started 
to thaw later at the creamery. But 
nary a complaint passed his lips. 
	 Jack said: “I didn’t say a word 
about it. Dad was mad enough at 
me as it was for doing such a stupid 
thing.”

As for Jack, the suffering was 
worth it. He said, “I was in Holstein 
and I was happy.”

Years later at his dad’s funeral, 
Jack ran into John Calder. John 
asked Jack if he remembered the 
winter day he walked to Holstein.

Jack told John: “I’ll never forget 
that day.” BF

Campbell Cork lives and writes in Mount 
Forest.

Butter wrapper from the Holstein creamery.
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For a flexible way to finance
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with seasonal terms that allow 
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Limit: Maximum 500 entries per person regardless of method of entry. Odds depend on number of entries received. Prizes include account credit redeemable for purchase of any 
Pioneer® brand products for use on plantable acreage of a designated farm and based on farm size at the time of notifi cation of winning. Twenty prizes (12 in ON and 8 in QC): each up 
to $25,000 account credit redeemable by June 1, 2017. Account credit not transferable between farms; account credits end if farm operations on designated farm ceases. 
Details & Rules: www.seedforaseason.ca
Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
®, SM, TM Trademarks and service marks of DuPont, Pioneer or their respective owners. © 2016 PHII

HARVEST A

OF EPIC PROPORTIONS.

Visit SeedForASeason.ca to fi nd out if you’re a winner!

Did you win up to $25,000 
in Pioneer® brand products?
The Early Bird winners have been drawn, and with more ways 
to enter, more prizes, and guaranteed winners in Ontario and Quebec, 
you could be one of them.

ONS.

Did you win up to $25,000 
 brand products?

The Early Bird winners have been drawn, and with more ways 
to enter, more prizes, and guaranteed winners in Ontario and Quebec, 

#neverstopgrowing
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